Book Club Discussion Questions
1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed
1. In 1177 B.C., the author traces the dynamic social, economic, and cultural links between the
civilizations of the Eastern Mediterranean – Egypt, Minoan Crete, Mycenaean Greece, the Hittite
Empire, and Kassite Babylonia – and their cataclysmic demise during the late second millennium
BC. What was it about the Bronze Age Collapse that intrigued the author enough to write 1177
B.C.?
2. Why was the Late Bronze Age “the first truly global era,” as the author says in the book? Why
were these ancient societies connected so strongly?
3. What really happened in 1177 B.C., the eighth year of reign of Ramses III? Why is that year so
crucial for ancient history? Why did the author select this date as the title of the book?
4. Within 1177 B.C., the author claims that decline began as early as c. 1250 C.E. and as late as c.
1130 B.C., depending on geographical location. How important is the date 1177 B.C. in our
understanding of the Bronze Age’s termination? Do you agree with the author that this was a
turning point in history? The author wonders in the new introduction whether 2020 will also be a
key turning point in history – do you agree?
5. As there is no scholarly consensus on the cause of the Bronze Age collapse, which factors do you
think contributed most significantly to the decline of the Bronze Age? Do you think one is most
important, or do you believe a combination of factors led to the decline?
6. Among the several causes explaining this downfall, scholars mention an invasion by “the people
from the sea.” Who do you think these people were, where did they come from, and where did
they go?
7. The Bronze Age Mediterranean was highly interconnected with trade routes. What do you think
we can learn from these ancient trading routes and relationships in our own highly globalized
world?
8. Is our age comparable to the Bronze Age? What similarities do you find between the Bronze Age
and today? Are those parallels particularly unique to that era and ours (i.e., the role of climate or
the failure of broad international economic ties/diplomacy?) Could you find some parallelism
between the end of the Bronze Age and our current crisis?
9. In many places in the book, the author suggests that these remote events may have some link with
the present, or some lesson to teach us. Do you think we should continue to excavate and study
this period of history?
10. The author is currently at work on a sequel, tentatively entitled After 1177. What would you hope
to have answered in that book?

