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centrality to the history of American land regimes, | particularly recommend Aziz Rana’s Two
Faces of American Freedom (2010) and parts of my own After Nature (2015). For a
contemporary political and cultural of the legacy of these expropriations, readers may turn to
Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, As We Have Always Done (2017). For an introduction to Pauli
Murray’s experience of Durham, which I have found endlessly engaging and instructive, there is
no substitute for Murray’s own books: Song in a Weary Throat (1987), a memoir, and Proud

Shoes (1956), a history of her family, including her own Durham childhood.



There is a rich broader literature on landscape, memory, and identity, to which this
preface is indebted. Lauret Savoy’s Trace (2015) is a gorgeous, troubling, persistently generous
and insightful book about the American landscape as viewed through one set of African
American eyes. Robin Wall Kimmerer’s Braiding Sweetgrass (2013) is an extraordinary
treatment of ways of knowing places and the nonhuman, informed by her botanical and
ecological training and her deep immersion in Anishinaabe traditions of knowledge. Wendell
Berry’s “A Native Hill” (1968) is a precise, sometime quietly rending meditation on the burdens
of accepting a place and its history as one’s own, and the legacy of harm, violence, and identity
that he carries as the descendant of Kentucky settlers and farmers. | have also learned over the
years from Kathleen Norris’s Dakota (1993), Wallace Stegner’s Where the Bluebird Sings to the
Lemonade Springs (1992), Keith Basso’s Wisdom Sits in Places (1996), William Kittredge’s
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When | wrote the essays and lectures that make up this book, the current crisis at the
U.S.-Mexican border had not yet taken its virulent form. In trying to understand its stakes, | have
found particularly valuable Greg Grandin’s The End of the Myth (2019), a study of that border’s
role in the history of U.S. politics and its close relation to white supremacy and the fantasy of
infinite expansion. (I reviewed Grandin’s book here: www.thenation.com/article/greg-grandin-
end-of-the-myth-frontier-border-wall-book-review/.) Both Grandin’s book and Suzy Lee’s article
“The Case for Open Borders” (2019, https://catalyst-journal.com/vol2/no4/the-case-for-open-
borders) pay close attention to the role of borders in sorting laborers into more and less
vulnerable positions. Corey Johnson and Reece Jones have assembled a valuable collection on
the ways that “bordering” sorts people by power and vulnerability in many places ways, some far

from national frontiers: Placing the Border in Everyday Life (2014). Attempts to reckon with the



lived experience of borders owe much to Gloria Anzaldua’s Borderlands (1987), which
understands borders as both legal and material realities and symbols of other, more intimate

forms of division and seeks to imagine “mestiza” identity beyond those divisions.
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the history of Appalachia. There’s a valuable updating of some of its themes in Steven Stoll’s
Ramp Hollow (2017). Both works press against a received idea of Appalachia as a timeless
backwater or frontier remnant, treating instead its character as an extractive periphery of
industrial capitalism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries (and of postindustrial capitalism
today). Karida Brown’s Gone Home: Race and Roots through Appalachia centers the place of
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around, seeking surprises in the more obscure texts. For someone who really wants to get to
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Further Reading

The history of the environmental justice movement is treated much too briefly in this chapter.
One should really read the original 1987 report from the United Church of Christ, Toxic Wastes
and Race in the United States, which is available online. A full treatment of the PCB conflict in
Warren County, N.C., is in Eileen McGurty’s Transforming Environmentalism (2009). Luke
Cole and Sheila Foster’s From the Ground Up: Environmental Racism and the Rise of the
Environmental Justice Movement (2000) remains indispensable. On indigenous resistance, | refer
readers again to Leanne Betasamosake Simpson’s As We Have Always Done (2017). Robert
Gottlieb’s Forcing the Spring (revised 2005) is a valuable history of environmentalism from the
point of view of inequality and justice, and Dorceta Taylor’s The Rise of the American

Conservation Movement (2016) (also mentioned earlier) critically centers race in this story.
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My discussion of value here is indebted to Martin Hagglund’s This Life (2019). | am
looking forward to the treatment of the Green New Deal that Kate Aronoff,
Alyssa Battistoni, Daniel Aldana Cohen, and Thea Riafrancos will soon publish

with Verso.
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