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Widespread

NOSAJJMAMFJ D

Wing length: 4·75–7 mm 
Identification: Separation from M. scalare requires careful 
examination. Females have very narrow dust spots on the 
mostly shining black frons. Males have a relatively short 
abdomen in which segments T2 and T3 are no longer than  
they are wide. In the uplands it is necessary to check carefully 
for the Nationally Scarce M. dubium. 
Observation tips: A widespread and abundant grassland 
species which can be numerous in the uplands, especially 
around wet flushes on moorland.

Melanostoma scalare Widespread

NOSAJJMAMFJ D

Wing length: 5·5–8 mm 
Identification: Separation from M. mellinum requires  
careful examination. Females have broad dust spots,  
extending most of the way across the frons. Males have  
an elongate abdomen in which the segments T2 and T3 are 
much longer than they are wide, giving them a distinctive 
appearance that is relatively easy to pick out with experience.
Observation tips: A widespread and abundant grassland 
species, but less frequent in the uplands. Often found in less 
open situations than M. mellinum such as woodland rides  
and scrubby grassland. It has a very long flight season, and is 
more prominent in Spring than M. mellinum.

Melanostoma mellinum 

Similar species: All Melanostoma species are very similar. 
They could be confused with some Platycheirus (see pp. 78–91) 
and possibly Pelecocera (p. 226), but any confusion is readily 
resolved by careful examination.

Melanostoma 3 British species (2 illustrated)

Small, yellow-and-black hoverflies with a completely black face and scutellum that are best found 
by sweeping in grassy places . Females are readily identified by their distinctive abdominal 
markings . Males are most likely to be confused with Platycheirus (pp. 78–91), but do not have  
the modified front legs prevalent in that genus . The larvae feed on a variety of aphids amongst  
leaf-litter and the ground layer . Adults often visit ostensibly wind-pollinated flowers, such as 
plantains, grasses and sedges, to feed on pollen . Dead hoverflies found hanging below grass and 
flower heads are often Melanostoma that have been killed by the fungus Entomophthora muscae .
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Melanostoma: BACCHINI

♂ – Melanostoma scalare × 10 – ♀

Characteristic 
shape of 
the female 
abdominal 
markings

Melanostoma mellinum ♂ × 10 frons dusting of ♀ Melanostoma

M. mellinum – ♀ dust spots narrow 

M. scalare – ♀ dust spots broad

M. mellinum
T2 and T3 both  
as long as wide

♂ abdomens

M. scalare
T2 and T3 both 

longer than wide

T2

T3

T2

T3

Melanostoma species not otherwise covered:

M. dubium – Work by the Malloch Society suggested that this may be the extreme end of an 
altitudinal cline in the very variable M. mellinum. Whether it is a good species or 
simply a variety, it is restricted to high altitude - mainly in Scotland .
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