Magpie Goose
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Where to find Possible on almost any wetland across the Top End. The best place to see
these birds is Yellow Water in Kakadu NP although they can also be seen around Darwin
itself at the Knuckey Lagoons, and at Fogg Dam.

Magpie Goose Anseranas semipalmata  27½–39 in | 70–99 cm
These large geese can be found on
wetlands anywhere across the Top End,
but are most common around Darwin
and on the floodplains of Kakadu NP.
They are very social, usually seen in
groups from just a few birds, up to
flocks of thousands, and are most often
found grazing on grassy areas around
the margins of billabongs and lagoons.
Magpie Geese can also be seen swimming
and foraging among floating vegetation,
sometimes upending and using their
hooked bills to collect Water Chestnut
bulbs from the mud below the water
surface. They were a popular food source
for Aborigines, and the managed harvest
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of some eggs and also adult birds is still
permitted. As the dry-season progresses
and wetlands dry up, Magpie Geese seek
refuge on remaining lagoons and this
is when large congregations are most
likely to occur. After the wet-season the
geese breed, usually in family groups of
three birds, with a male and two females
building a nest and sharing the duties of
incubating the eggs and raising the chicks.
Easily recognised, these large black-andwhite birds are often seen in pairs or
threes, and you can usually identify the
male by his larger size and a larger knob
on top of his head.
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