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Preface

To mark the 100th anniversary of Albert Einstein’s greatest accomplishment— the general the-
ory of relativity— we introduce a reference work that presents the many sides of his life and 
work: the personal, scientific, spiritual, ethical, intellectual, and sociopolitical. The selections 
reflect our personal vision based on our collective knowledge and experience, but we have 
aimed to include subject matter that will interest not only scientists but also the general 
public.

Organization of the Book

Einstein made indelible contributions in very different areas of endeavor— in physics as a giant 
of the first rank, and in the human sphere as a moral and humanitarian icon. Thus, we have 
divided our volume into three parts, with each one tracing a different aspect of his life.

The book is not designed to be read cover to cover, but to be consulted and browsed ac-
cording to the reader’s interests. What follows is a guide that, we hope, offers readers ready 
accessibility to the many topics that help define Einstein.

We begin the volume with a chronology of Einstein’s life and significant achievements, 
followed by his credo, “What I Believe,” written in midlife in 1930, in which he summarized his 
way of looking at the world, his Weltanschauung. The three parts of the book follow: Part I ad-
dresses Einstein’s personal and family life; Part II his scientific accomplishments and related 
material; and Part III his nonscientific involvements, including his Jewish identity. Within 
each of these three major parts, we have arranged many of the topics in alphabetical order, 
though a few historical events, such as birth and death information and sections of Part III, are 
in chronological sequence. Subentries are listed alphabetically when possible and chronologi-
cally when necessary, the latter arrangement used generally with historical subjects. If we vio-
lated our general rule on the rare occasion when we could not come up with a clear solution 
for placement, we hope that readers will overlook the minor lapse. Supplementary information 
that did not fit neatly into the three major categories appears in appendixes. The contents and 
index, as well as the many cross- references, provide ways to navigate the book.

Sources

For much of the information in this volume, we relied on the Einstein Archives and the cur-
rently available volumes (1 to 14) of the comprehensive edition of The Collected Papers of Al-
bert Einstein. We received valuable additional family information from the Einstein Archives’ 
information officer, Barbara Wolff, at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Each of us also drew 
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on our own experiences and memories from our work with these papers— an accumulated 
total of almost eighty years. We provide sources for direct quotations and often provide archi-
val and other documentation for specific information so that readers can consult primary ma-
terial. If we give only an author’s last name and a short title of his or her work, readers can 
consult the References section at the back of the book for complete source information.

Appendix A discusses books about Einstein that we have often turned to— or rejected— in 
our own work. Appendix B addresses the complex copyright issues related to Einstein’s works. 
Appendix C provides an annotated bibliography of Einstein’s publications, listing what we be-
lieve are all the most important and representative publications from Einstein’s various fields 
of interest.
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