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remain as it is for the rest of the twenty-first century? If so, defend it. 
(That won’t be easy.) If not, offer a better version than the one I endorse, 
but it should meet two criteria: It must be technically feasible—that is, 
it has to work in the census environment. And it must be politically ac-
ceptable to the Congress—which, as the Constitution makes clear, con-
trols the content of the census.3 I have kept these criteria in mind. This 
book is written not as an academic exercise but as a policy brief.




