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“[C]ompresses the entire history of Judaism . . . into a 
thoroughly readable synthesis, paying special atten-
tion to Jewish diversity and drawing on up-to-date 
scholarship. Henceforward, all students of Judaism 
should begin here.”
—Jonathan D. Sarna, author of When General Grant 
Expelled the Jews

A History of Judaism
A History of Judaism provides the fi rst truly com-
prehensive look in one volume at how this great 
religion came to be, and how its various strains, 
sects, and traditions have related to each other. Th is 
narrative spans the globe, explaining the institutions 
and ideas on which all forms of Judaism are based, 
and weaving together the diff erent threads of debate 
that run throughout its history. Th is is a spellbind-
ing chronicle of a multifaceted religious tradition 
that has shaped the spiritual heritage of humankind 
like no other.

MARTIN GOODMAN is professor of Jewish studies at 
the University of Oxford, where he is president of 
the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies 
and a fellow of Wolfson College.
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JEWISH HISTORY

March 2018. 416 pages. 28 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-17928-5  $29.95 | £24.95

2017. 896 pages. 60 halftones. 12 maps.
Cl: 978-0-691-17515-7  $45.00 | £37.95

“A cause for celebration, Hasidism is a magnifi cent 
achievement.”
—John M. Efron, author of German Jewry and the 
Allure of the Sephardic

Hasidism
Biale et al.

Th is is the fi rst comprehensive history of the pietis-
tic movement that shaped modern Judaism. Th e 
book’s unique blend of intellectual, religious, and 
social history off ers perspectives on the movement’s 
leaders as well as its followers, and demonstrates 
that, far from being a throwback to the Middle 
Ages, Hasidism is a product of modernity that 
forged its identity as a radical alternative to the 
secular world. Written by an international team of 
scholars, Hasidism is a must-read for anyone seeking 
to understand this vibrant and infl uential modern 
Jewish movement.

DAVID BIALE. DAVID ASSAF. BENJAMIN BROWN. URIEL 
GELLMAN. SAMUEL HEILMAN. MOSHE ROSMAN. GADI 
SAGIV. MARCIN WODZIŃSKI.

“An authoritative account of a complex and absorb-
ing story.”
—Itamar Rabinovich, president of Th e Israel Institute 
and Israel’s former ambassador to the United States

In Search of Israel
Brenner

Many Zionists who advocated the creation of a 
Jewish state envisioned a nation like any other. Yet 
the state that emerged in 1948 was anything but 
ordinary. Israel was conceived to be unique, a model 
society and the heart of a prosperous new Middle 
East. It is this paradox—the Jewish people’s wish 
for a homeland both normal and exceptional—that 
shapes Israel’s ongoing struggle to defi ne itself. In 
Search of Israel is a major new history of this struggle.

MICHAEL BRENNER is the Seymour and Lilian 
Abensohn Chair in Israel Studies and director of the 
Center for Israel Studies at American University and 
Professor of Jewish History and Culture at Ludwig 
Maximilian University in Munich. 
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JEWISH HISTORY

“Weitzman’s courageous and illuminating book is 
essential reading for anyone who wonders or cares 
about what it really means to be a Jew.”
—Jonathan Kirsch, Jewish Journal

The Origin of the Jews
Weitzman

In this book, Steven Weitzman takes a look at what 
we know—or think we know—about where the 
Jews came from, when they arose, and how they 
came to be. Th is is the fi rst book to trace the history 
of the diff erent approaches that have been applied 
to the question, including genealogy, linguistics, 
archaeology, psychology, sociology, and genetics. 
Spanning more than two centuries, Th e Origin of the 
Jews brings needed clarity to this enduring and often 
divisive topic.

STEVEN WEITZMAN is the Abraham M. Ellis Professor 
of Hebrew and Semitic Languages and Literatures 
and Ella Darivoff  Director of the Herbert D. Katz 
Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.

“ An unparalleled achievement. Th is original and 
innovative book blazes a trail through the history of 
Hasidism.”
—Adam Teller, author of Money, Power, and Infl u-
ence in Eighteenth-Century Lithuania

Historical Atlas of Hasidism
Wodzinski

Historical Atlas of Hasidism provides the very fi rst 
cartographic reference book on one of the modern 
era’s most vibrant and important mystical move-
ments. Featuring 74 large-format maps and a wealth 
of illustrations, charts, and tables, this one-of-a-kind 
atlas charts Hasidism’s emergence and expansion; 
its dynasties, courts, and prayer houses; its spread 
to the New World; the crisis of the two world wars 
and the Holocaust; and Hasidism’s remarkable 
postwar rebirth. Th is is a magnifi cent resource for 
anyone seeking to understand Hasidism’s spatial and 
spiritual dimensions, or anybody interested in geog-
raphies of religious movements past and present.

MARCIN WODZIŃSKI is professor of Jewish studies at 
the University of Wrocław in Poland.
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JEWISH HISTORY

“Th is meticulously researched work off ers a fascinat-
ing and intelligent accounting of Oppenheimer’s 
life that will captivate readers of history and Jewish 
studies.”
—Jacqueline Parascandola, Library Journal (Starred 
Review)

The Many Deaths of Jew Süss
Mintzker

Th e Many Deaths of Jew Süss is a compelling new 
account of Oppenheimer’s notorious trial. Drawing 
on a wealth of rare archival evidence, Yair Mintzker 
investigates confl icting versions of Oppenheimer’s 
life and death as told by four contemporaries. What 
emerges is a lurid tale of greed, sex, violence, and 
disgrace—but are these narrators to be trusted? Me-
ticulously reconstructing the social world in which 
they lived, and taking nothing they say at face 
value, Mintzker conjures an unforgettable picture 
of “Jew Süss” in his fi nal days that is at once moving, 
disturbing, and profound.

YAIR MINTZKER is associate professor of history at 
Princeton University.

“Th is is a most provocative, solid scholarly work on a 
heretofore little-explored topic in 20th-century 
Polish-Jewish and Zionist history.”
—Publishers Weekly

Jabotinsky’s Children
Heller

Jabotinsky’s Children draws on a wealth of rare 
archival material to uncover how the young people 
in Betar were instrumental in shaping right-wing 
Zionist attitudes about the roles that authoritarian-
ism and military force could play in the quest to 
build and maintain a Jewish state. Shedding critical 
light on a vital yet neglected chapter in the history 
of Zionism, this book provides invaluable perspec-
tive on the origins of right-wing Zionist beliefs and 
their enduring allure in Israel today.

DANIEL KUPFERT HELLER is assistant professor of 
Jewish studies at McGill University.
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JEWISH HISTORY

“An extraordinary achievement by a rising star.”
—Ivan G. Marcus, Yale University

Coming of Age in Medieval Egypt
Krakowski

Much of what we know about life in the medieval 
Islamic Middle East comes from texts written 
about great men. How did women participate in 
the societies these texts describe? What about non-
Muslims, whose own religious traditions descended 
partly from pre-Islamic late antiquity? Coming of 
Age in Medieval Egypt follows the lives of girls from 
diff erent social classes—rich and poor, secluded and 
physically mobile—as they prepared to marry and 
become social adults. Th is book off ers a new way 
to understand how women took part in premodern 
Middle Eastern societies, and how families and 
religious law worked in the medieval Islamic world.

EVE KRAKOWSKI is assistant professor of Near Eastern 
Studies and Judaic Studies at Princeton University. 

“Truly impressive. [Th is] book will be of profound 
importance to all scholars of ancient Judaism.”
—Rachel Neis, author of Th e Sense of Sight in Rab-
binic Culture: Jewish Ways of Seeing in Late Antiquity

Writing on the Wall
Stern

Prevailing perspectives on ancient Jewish life have 
been shaped largely by the voices of intellectual 
and social elites. Th e perspectives and sentiments of 
nonelite Jews, by contrast, have mostly disappeared 
from the historical record. Focusing on these 
forgotten Jews of antiquity, Writing on the Wall takes 
a look at the vernacular inscriptions and drawings 
they left behind. Illustrated throughout, this book 
provides a glimpse into the worlds of forgotten 
populations living at the crossroads of Judaism, 
Christianity, paganism, and earliest Islam.

KAREN B. STERN is assistant professor of history at 
Brooklyn College of the City University of New 
York.
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2017. 232 pages. 
Cl: 978-0-691-17462-4 $27.95 | £22.95

April 2018. 320 pages. 10 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-16184-6 $26.95 | £21.95

Lives of Great Religious Books

“A brilliant analysis.”
—Marvin Olasky, World Magazine

The Beginning of Politics
Halbertal/Holmes

Th e Book of Samuel is universally acknowledged as 
one of the supreme achievements of biblical litera-
ture. Yet the book’s anonymous author was more 
than an inspired storyteller. Th e author was also 
an uncannily astute observer of political life. Th e 
Beginning of Politics mines the story of Israel’s fi rst 
two kings to provide a forceful new reading of what 
is arguably the fi rst and greatest work of Western 
political thought.

MOSHE HALBERTAL is the Gruss Professor of Law at 
New York University, the John and Golda Cohen 
Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, and professor of law at IDC 
Herzliya in Israel. STEPHEN HOLMES is the Walter E. 
Meyer Professor of Law at New York University.

“A very fi ne book. Wimpfheimer is a fi rst-rate 
expositor.”
—Daniel Boyarin, author of A Traveling Homeland: 
Th e Talmud as Diaspora

The Talmud
Wimpfheimer

Providing a concise biography of this quintessential 
work of rabbinic Judaism, this book takes readers 
from the Talmud’s prehistory in biblical and second 
temple Judaism to its present-day use as a source 
of religious ideology, a model of diff erent modes 
of rationality, and a totem of cultural identity. It 
describes the book’s origins, its centrality to Jewish 
law, along with why it has come to be venerated in 
the centuries since it fi rst emerged. Th is accessible 
book shows why the Talmud is a powerful symbol of 
Jewishness for both supporters and critics.

BARRY SCOTT WIMPFHEIMER is associate professor of 
religious studies and law at Northwestern University.
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JEWISH THOUGHT | PHILOSOPHY

“[Th is] collection . . . casts a sharp new light on the 
modern world.”
—Ritchie Robertson, Times Literary Supplement

Makers of Jewish Modernity
Robertson

Th is book presents more than forty incisive portraits 
of leading Jewish thinkers, artists, scientists, and 
other public fi gures of the last hundred years.

JACQUES PICARD is professor of modern and Jewish 
history and cultures at the University of Basel in 
Switzerland. JACQUES REVEL is a cultural historian 
and former president of the École des Hautes 
Études en Sciences Sociales in France. MICHAEL P. 
STEINBERG is vice provost for the arts, the Barnaby 
Conrad and Mary Critchfi eld Keeney Professor of 
History, and professor of music and German studies 
at Brown University. IDITH ZERTAL is an Israeli histo-
rian and essayist who has taught at the University of 
Basel, the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, and the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

“[Th is] translation captures the drive, energy, humor, 
and occasional irreverence of the original German.”
—Jonathan M. Hess, author of Deborah and Her 
Sisters

The Autobiography of 
Solomon Maimon

Maimon

Th is is the fi rst complete and annotated English 
edition of Solomon Maimon’s autobiography, which 
has delighted readers for more than two hundred 
years. Here, he recounts how he sought stimulation 
in Hassidic community and among students of 
the Kabbalah—and off ers rare and often funny 
accounts of both. Th is new edition restores large 
portions of the text cut from the abridged 1888 
translation, which has long been the only available 
English edition. Th is new translation is also accom-
panied by an introduction, notes, and an afterword 
that provides an authoritative overview of Maimon’s 
contribution to modern philosophy.
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February 2018. 344 pages. 1 map. 34 line illus. 14 tables. 
19 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-17753-3 $29.95 | £24.95

The Princeton Economic History of the Western World
Joel Mokyr, Series Editor

2017. 296 pages. 10 line illus. 6 tables.
Cl: 978-0-691-17257-6 $29.95 | £24.95

The Mystery of the Kibbutz
Abramitzky

Th e kibbutz is a social experiment in collective 
living that challenges traditional economic theory. 
By sharing all income and resources equally among 
its members, the kibbutz system created strong 
incentives to free ride or—as in the case of the most 
educated and skilled—to depart for the city. Yet for 
much of the twentieth century kibbutzim thrived, 
and kibbutz life was perceived as idyllic both by 
members and the outside world. In Th e Mystery 
of the Kibbutz, Ran Abramitzky blends economic 
perspectives with personal insights to examine how 
kibbutzim successfully maintained equal sharing for 
so long despite their inherent incentive problems. 
Th e lessons that Th e Mystery of the Kibbutz draws 
from this unique social experiment extend far 
beyond the kibbutz gates, serving as a guide to 
societies that strive to foster economic and social 
equality.

RAN ABRAMITZKY is associate professor of economics 
at Stanford University and research associate at the 
National Bureau of Economic Research.

“Finkel provides a fresh and often fascinating 
analysis.”
—Stathis Kalyvas, Yale University

Ordinary Jews
Finkel

Ordinary Jews examines the diff erent patterns of 
behavior of civilians targeted by mass violence. 
Relying on rich archival material and hundreds 
of survivors’ testimonies, Evgeny Finkel presents 
a new framework for understanding the survival 
strategies in which Jews engaged, and shows that 
their responses to Nazi genocide varied based on 
their experiences with prewar policies that either 
promoted or discouraged their integration into non-
Jewish society. Th is book sheds new light on the 
dynamics of collective violence and genocide.

EVGENY FINKEL is assistant professor of political sci-
ence and international aff airs at George Washington 
University.
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May 2018. 256 pages. 30 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-17441-9 $29.95 | £24.95

ALBERT EINSTEIN

“Th is invaluable book fi lls an important gap in our 
understanding of Einstein’s life.”
—Danian Hu, author of China and Albert Einstein

The Travel Diaries of Albert Einstein
Einstein

In the fall of 1922, Albert Einstein, along with 
his then-wife, Elsa Einstein, embarked on a 
fi ve-and-a-half-month voyage to the Far East and 
Middle East, regions that the renowned physicist 
had never visited before. Einstein’s lengthy itiner-
ary comprised stops in Hong Kong, Singapore, 
China, Japan, Palestine, and a three-week visit 
to Spain. Th is handsome edition makes available, 
for the fi rst time, the complete journal that 
Einstein kept on this momentous journey. Th is 
beautiful edition features stunning facsimiles 
of the diary’s pages, accompanied by an English 
translation, an extensive historical introduction, 
numerous illustrations, and annotations. Supple-
mentary materials include letters, postcards, 
speeches, and articles, a map of the voyage, a 
chronology, a bibliography, and an index. 

The Collected Papers 
of Albert Einstein, Volume 15

Einstein

Covering one of the most thrilling two-year pe-
riods in twentieth-century physics, this volume’s 
massive personal and professional correspondence 
of more than 1,000 letters and almost 100 
writings show Einstein’s immense productivity 
and hectic pace of life. During this time matrix 
mechanics and wave mechanics supplant the 
earlier quantum theory. Einstein recognizes the 
great importance of the new developments and 
the conceptual diffi  culties involved. He continues 
to work on unifi ed fi eld theory, and turns to a 
new, mixed geometry, mathematical approach. 
Th is volume also contains revelations about 
Einstein’s personal life, including old romantic 
entanglements and new confl icts.

April 2018. 560 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-17882-0 $45.00 | £37.95
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ALBERT EINSTEIN

“Th e accessibility and detail make An Einstein 
Encyclopedia an important entry in any Einstein 
collection.”
—Mike Perricone, Symmetry Magazine

An Einstein Encyclopedia
Calaprice et al.

Th is is the single most complete guide to Albert 
Einstein’s life and work. Written by three leading 
Einstein scholars who draw on their combined 
wealth of expertise, this authoritative and acces-
sible reference features more than one hundred 
entries and is divided into three parts covering 
the personal, scientifi c, and public spheres of 
Einstein’s life.

ALICE CALAPRICE is a renowned authority on 
Albert Einstein and the author of several popular 
books on Einstein. DANIEL KENNEFICK is associate 
professor of physics at the University of Arkansas 
and an editor of the Collected Papers of Albert 
Einstein. ROBERT SCHULMANN was a longtime 
director of the Einstein Papers Project and editor 
of the Collected Papers of Albert Einstein. 

“Gutfreund and Renn . . . combine years of Ein-
stein scholarship with readability and insight.”
—Science

The Formative Years of Relativity
Gutfreund/Renn

First published in 1922, Albert Einstein’s Th e 
Meaning of Relativity would go on to become a 
monumental classic. Now, Th e Formative Years 
of Relativity introduces Einstein’s masterpiece to 
new audiences. Hanoch Gutfreund and Jürgen 
Renn provide fresh, original perspectives, placing 
Einstein’s achievements into a broader context for 
all readers.

HANOCH GUTFREUND is professor emeritus of 
theoretical physics at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, where he is also the academic director 
of the Albert Einstein Archives. JÜRGEN RENN 
is a director at the Max Planck Institute for the 
History of Science in Berlin.
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NEW IN PAPERBACK

“Th is lucid, lively, and meticulously argued book is an indispens-
able text.”
—Anthony Kronman, Yale Law School

What’s Divine About Divine Law?
Hayes

What’s Divine About Divine Law? untangles the classical and 
biblical roots of the Western idea of divine law and shows how 
early adherents to biblical tradition struggled to make sense of this 
confl icting legacy.

CHRISTINE HAYES is the Robert F. and Patricia R. Weis Professor of 
Religious Studies in Classical Judaica at Yale University.
2017. 432 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-17625-3 $26.95 | £21.95
Cl: 978-0-691-16519-6 $39.50 | £32.95

“Th is deeply insightful and readable volume exemplifi es how, even 
in a scientifi c age, religious writings . . . have much to add to 
contemporary philosophical and scientifi c debate.”
—Choice

Human Nature & Jewish Thought
Mittleman

A study of human nature in Jewish thought and an original contri-
bution to Jewish philosophy, this is a book for anyone interested in 
what it means to be human in a scientifi c age.

ALAN L. MITTLEMAN is professor of modern Jewish thought at the 
Jewish Th eological Seminary.
2017. 232 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-17627-7 $19.95 | £14.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14947-9 $28.95 | £23.95

Library of Jewish Ideas | Cosponsored by the Tikvah Fund

“A very user-friendly historical account of Jewish ideas about death.”
—David Hillel-Ruben, Jewish Chronicle

After One-Hundred-and-Twenty
Halkin

After One-Hundred-and-Twenty provides a look at Jewish attitudes 
and practices regarding death, mourning, and the afterlife as they 
have existed and evolved from biblical times to today. Th is book is 
also Hillel Halkin’s refl ection on his own mortality, the deaths of 
those he has known and loved, and the comfort he has and has not 
derived from Jewish tradition.

HILLEL HALKIN is an author, translator, critic, and journalist.
June 2018. 232 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-18116-5 $18.95 | £14.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14974-5 $27.95 | £22.95

Library of Jewish Ideas | Cosponsored by the Tikvah Fund
Longlisted for the 2017 Jewish Quarterly Wingate Prize
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“Powerful, richly observed, and darkly entertaining. ”
—Elizabeth Kolbert, staff  writer with the New Yorker

The Right Wrong Man
Douglas

Th e Right Wrong Man is both a gripping eyewitness account of the 
last major Holocaust trial to galvanize world attention and a vital 
meditation on the eff ort to bring legal closure to the most horrifi c 
chapter in modern history.

LAWRENCE DOUGLAS is the James J. Grosfeld Professor of Law, 
Jurisprudence, and Social Th ought at Amherst College.
2017. 352 pages. 38 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-17825-7 $19.95 | £14.95
Cl: 978-0-691-12570-1 $29.95 | £24.95

“[An] immensely rewarding journey.”
—John Banville, New York Review of Books

Kafka: The Early Years
Stach/Frisch

How did Kafka become Kafka? Th is third and fi nal volume of 
Reiner Stach’s defi nitive biography of the writer answers that 
question with more facts and insight than ever before. Th is is an 
unmatched account of how a boy who grew up in an old Central 
European monarchy helped create modern literature.

REINER STACH worked extensively on the defi nitive edition of 
Kafka’s collected works before embarking on his three-volume 
biography of the writer.
2017. 616 pages. 64 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-17818-9 $24.95 | £19.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15198-4 $35.00 | £27.95
Longlisted for the 2017 National Translation Award, American Literary Translators Association

“Poetic Trespass is a major achievement.”
—Anna Bernard, Journal of the Society for Contemporary Th ought 
and the Islamicate World

Poetic Trespass
Levy

In Poetic Trespass, Lital Levy off ers the fi rst in-depth study of the 
relationship between Hebrew and Arabic in the literature and cul-
ture of Israel/Palestine. More than that, she presents a captivating 
portrait of the literary imagination’s power to transgress political 
boundaries and transform ideas about language and belonging.

LITAL LEVY is associate professor of comparative literature at 
Princeton University.
2017. 360 pages. 9 halftones. 
Pa: 978-0-691-17609-3 $24.95 | £19.95
Cl: 978-0-691-16248-5 $42.00 | £34.95
Winner of the 2014 Salo Baron Prize, American Academy for Jewish Research
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The Children of 
Abraham
Peters

F.E. PETERS is professor emeri-
tus of history, religion,and 
Middle Eastern and Islamic 
studies at New York University.
June 2018. 264 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-18103-5 $19.95 | £14.95
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2005

Only Yesterday
Agnon

S.Y. AGNON (1888-1970) was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1966.
May 2018. 688 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-18100 $24.95 | £19.95

Bible Nation
Moss/Baden

CANDIDA R. MOSS is the 
Edward Cadbury Professor of 
Th eology at the University of 
Birmingham. JOEL S. BADEN is 
professor of Hebrew Bible at 
the Yale Divinity School.
2017. 240 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-17735-9 $29.95 | £24.95

Hitler’s American 
Model

Whitman

JAMES Q. WHITMAN is the 
Ford Foundation Professor of 
Comparative and Foreign Law 
at Yale Law School.
2017. 224 pages. 7 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-17242-2 $24.95 | £19.95

The Story of Hebrew
Glinert

LEWIS GLINERT is Professor of 
Hebrew Studies at Dartmouth 
College, where he is also 
affi  liated with the Program in 
Linguistics.
2017. 296 pages. 34 line illus. 2 tables.
Cl: 978-0-691-15329-2 $27.95 | £22.95

Library of Jewish Ideas

OF RELATED INTEREST

Trouble in the Tribe
Waxman

DON WAXMAN is professor of 
political science, international 
aff airs, and Israel studies at 
Northeastern University.
April 2018. 328 pages. 15 b/w illus.
Pa: 978-0-691-18115-8 $19.95 | £14.95
Cl: 978-0-691-16899-9 $29.95 | £24.95
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