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An in-depth look at the 
consequences of New York City’s 

dramatically expanded policing of 
low-level offenses

“In this capacious book, criminal 
defense attorney, sociologist, and legal 

scholar Issa Kohler-Hausmann takes 
us inside New York City’s lower crim-

inal courts. She shows that, instead 
of deciding guilt and innocence and 

meting out appropriate sentences, 
misdemeanor courts largely manage 

people through record keeping and 
procedural hassle. As a result, people 
accused of minor crimes come to ex-

perience the justice system as arbitrary 
and dysfunctional. Novel and deeply 

researched, Misdemeanorland is a ma-
jor contribution from a brilliant mind.”

—Matthew Desmond, Pulitzer Prize–
winning author of Evicted

Misdemeanorland
Criminal Courts and Social Control 
in an Age of Broken Windows Policing

ISSA KOHLER-HAUSMANN

Felony conviction and mass incarceration attract considerable media 
attention these days, yet the most common criminal-justice encoun-
ters are for misdemeanors, not felonies, and the most common 
outcome is not prison. In the early 1990s, New York City launched an 
initiative under the banner of Broken Windows policing to dramatically 
expand enforcement against low-level offenses. Misdemeanorland is 
the first book to document the fates of the hundreds of thousands 
of people hauled into lower criminal courts as part of this policing 
experiment.

Drawing on three years of fieldwork inside and outside of the 
courtroom, in-depth interviews, and analysis of trends in arrests 
and dispositions of misdemeanors going back three decades, Issa 
Kohler-Hausmann argues that lower courts have largely abandoned 
the adjudicative model of criminal law administration in which ques-
tions of factual guilt and legal punishment drive case outcomes. Due 
to the sheer volume of arrests, lower courts have adopted a mana-
gerial model—and the implications are troubling. Kohler-Hausmann 
shows how significant volumes of people are marked, tested, and 
subjected to surveillance and control even though about half the cases 
result in some form of legal dismissal. She describes in harrowing 
detail how the reach of America’s penal state extends well beyond the 
shocking numbers of people incarcerated in prisons or stigmatized by 
a felony conviction.

Compelling and innovative, Misdemeanorland shows how the 
lower reaches of our criminal justice system operate as a form of 
social control and surveillance, often without adjudicating cases or 
imposing formal punishment.

Issa Kohler-Hausmann is associate professor of law and sociology at 
Yale University.
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A groundbreaking study that 
shows how countries can create 
innovative, production-based 
economies for the twenty-first 
century

MICHAEL H. BEST

Achieving economic growth is one of today’s key challenges. In this 
groundbreaking book, Michael Best argues that to understand how 
successful growth happens we need an economic framework that 
focuses on production, enterprise, and governance. 

This production-centric framework is the culmination of three 
simultaneous journeys. The first has been Best’s visits to hundreds 
of factories worldwide, starting early as the son of a labor organizer 
and continuing through his work as an academic and industrial 
consultant. The second is a survey of two-hundred years of economic 
thought from Babbage to Krugman, with stops along the way for 
Marx, Marshall, Young, Penrose, Richardson, Schumpeter, Kuznets, 
Abramovitz, Keynes, and Jacobs. The third is a tour of historical epi-
sodes of successful and failed transformations, focusing sharply on 
three core elements—the production system, business organization, 
and skill formation—and their interconnections. 

Best makes the case that government should create the insti-
tutional infrastructures needed to support these elements and their 
interconnections rather than subsidize individual enterprises. The 
power of Best’s alternative framework is illustrated by case studies of 
transformative experiences previously regarded as economic “mira-
cles”: America’s World War II industrial buildup, Germany’s postwar 
recovery, Greater Boston’s innovation system, Ireland’s tech-sector 
boom, and the rise of the Asian Tigers and China.

Accessible and engaging, How Growth Really Happens is 
required reading for anyone who wants to advance today’s crucial 
debates about industrial policy, free trade, outsourcing, and the 
future of work.

Michael H. Best is professor emeritus of economics at the University 
of Massachusetts, Lowell, where he was codirector of the Center for 
Industrial Competitiveness. He is the author of The New Competi-
tion: Institutions of Industrial Restructuring and The New Competitive 
Advantage: The Renewal of American Industry. 
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“Today, when economic and political 
shocks have shaken many previously 
unquestioned policy assumptions to 
their foundations, How Growth Really 
Happens offers a fresh perspective on 
issues that could hardly be more rel-
evant. This is a timely book, one that 
has the potential to become a seminal 
study of economic growth.”
—Robert H. Wade, London School of 
Economics

How Growth Really Happens 
The Making of Economic Miracles through Production, 
Governance, and Skills 
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An original and engaging account 
of the Obama years from a group 

of leading political historians

“Julian Zelizer has assembled a superb 
collection of essays by the nation’s 

finest historians of U.S. politics and 
policymaking. This excellent book 

immediately takes its place as the in-
dispensable one-volume guide to what 

Barack Obama accomplished—and 
failed to accomplish—over the course 

of eight years.”
—Eric Patashnik, author of Reforms at 
Risk: What Happens after Major Policy 

Changes Are Enacted

The Presidency of Barack Obama 
A First Historical Assessment 

EDITED BY JULIAN E. ZELIZER

Barack Obama’s election as the first African American president 
seemed to usher in a new era, and he took office in 2009 with great 
expectations. But by his second term, Republicans controlled Con-
gress, and, after the 2016 presidential election, Obama’s legacy and 
the health of the Democratic Party itself appeared in doubt. In The 
Presidency of Barack Obama, Julian Zelizer gathers leading Ameri-
can historians to put President Obama and his administration into 
political and historical context. 

These writers offer strikingly original assessments of the big 
issues that shaped the Obama years, including the conservative 
backlash, race, the financial crisis, health care, crime, drugs, counter-
terrorism, Iraq and Afghanistan, the environment, immigration, edu-
cation, gay rights, and urban policy. Together, these essays suggest 
that Obama’s central paradox is that, despite effective policymaking, 
he failed to receive credit for his many achievements and wasn’t a 
party builder. Provocatively, they ask why Obama didn’t unite Demo-
crats and progressive activists to fight the conservative counter-tide 
as it grew stronger.

Engaging and deeply informed, The Presidency of Barack 
Obama is a must-read for anyone who wants to better understand 
Obama and the uncertain aftermath of his presidency.

Contributors include Sarah Coleman, Jacob Dlamini, Gary 
Gerstle, Risa Goluboff, Meg Jacobs, Peniel Joseph, Michael Kazin, 
Matthew Lassiter, Kathryn Olmsted, Eric Rauchway, Richard Schrag-
ger, Paul Starr, Timothy Stewart-Winter, Thomas Sugrue, Jeremi Suri, 
Julian Zelizer, and Jonathan Zimmerman.

Julian E. Zelizer is the Malcolm Stevenson Forbes, Class of 1941 
Professor of History and Public Affairs at Princeton University and a 
CNN Political Analyst. He is the author and editor of eighteen books 
on American political history, has written hundreds of op-eds, and 
appears regularly on television as a news commentator.
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Citizenship, Inequality,  
and Difference
Historical Perspectives

FREDERICK COOPER

Citizenship, Inequality, and Difference offers a concise and sweeping 
overview of citizenship’s complex evolution, from ancient Rome to 
the present. Political leaders and thinkers still debate, as they did in 
Republican Rome, whether the presumed equivalence of citizens is 
compatible with cultural diversity and economic inequality. Frederick 
Cooper presents citizenship as “claim-making”—the assertion of 
rights in a political entity. What those rights should be and to whom 
they should apply have long been subjects for discussion and politi-
cal mobilization, while the kind of political entity in which claims and 
counterclaims have been made has varied over time and space.  

Citizenship ideas were first shaped in the context of empires. 
The relationship of citizenship to “nation” and “empire” was hotly 
debated after the revolutions in France and the Americas, and claims 
to “imperial citizenship” continued to be made in the mid-twentieth 
century. Cooper examines struggles over citizenship in the Spanish, 
French, British, Ottoman, Russian, Soviet, and American empires, 
and he explains the reconfiguration of citizenship questions after 
the collapse of empires in Africa and India. He explores the tension 
today between individualistic and social conceptions of citizenship, 
as well as between citizenship as an exclusionary notion and flexible 
and multinational conceptions of citizenship. 

Citizenship, Inequality, and Difference is a historically based 
reflection on some of the most fundamental issues facing human 
societies in the past and present.

Frederick Cooper is professor of history at New York University. 
His many books include Empires in World History and Citizenship 
between Empire and Nation (both Princeton).
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A succinct and comprehensive 
history of the development of 
citizenship from the Roman 
Empire to the present day

“In this broad and brilliant book, 
Cooper examines a politically burning 
issue and impressively shows that 
from the early Roman Empire onward, 
the solidarity of citizenship has always 
coexisted with social hierarchy and 
political oligarchy. All around the 
world today, citizenship and the idea 
of belonging to some sort of political 
collectivity continue to be subjects of 
debate and struggle.”
—Andreas Eckert, Humboldt 
University of Berlin
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The first cartographic reference 
book on one of today’s most 

important religious movements

“A pioneering, exciting, and tantalizing 
work. Historical Atlas of Hasidism is a 
major contribution to our knowledge 
and understanding of a highly signifi-

cant religious movement.”
—Zvi Gitelman, author of  

Jewish Identities in Postcommunist 
Russia and Ukraine

Historical Atlas of Hasidism

MARCIN WODZIŃSKI

Historical Atlas of Hasidism provides the very first cartographic refer-
ence book on one of the modern era’s most vibrant and important 
mystical movements. Featuring sixty-one large-format maps and a 
wealth of illustrations, charts, and tables, this one-of-a-kind atlas charts 
Hasidism’s emergence and expansion; its dynasties, courts, and prayer 
houses; its spread to the New World; the crisis of the two world wars 
and the Holocaust; and Hasidism’s remarkable postwar rebirth.

Historical Atlas of Hasidism demonstrates how geography has 
influenced not only the social organization of Hasidism but also its 
spiritual life, types of religious leadership, and cultural articulation. 
It focuses not only on Hasidic leaders but also on their thousands of 
followers living far from Hasidic centers. It examines Hasidism in its 
historical entirety, from its beginnings in the eighteenth century until 
today, and draws on extensive GIS-processed databases of historical 
and contemporary records to present the most complete picture yet 
of this thriving and diverse religious movement.

Historical Atlas of Hasidism is visually stunning and easy to 
use, a magnificent resource for anyone seeking to understand Hasi-
dism’s spatial and spiritual dimensions, or indeed anybody inter-
ested in geographies of religious movements past and present.

u   Provides the first cartographic interpretation of Hasidism

u   Features sixty-one maps and numerous illustrations

u   Covers Hasidism in its historical entirety, from its 
eighteenth-century origins to today

u   Charts Hasidism’s emergence and expansion, courts and prayer 
houses, modern resurgence, and much more

u   Offers the first in-depth analysis of Hasidism’s egalitarian—not 
elitist—dimensions

Marcin Wodziński is professor of Jewish studies at the University of 
Wrocław in Poland.
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A new interpretation of the Holy 
Roman Empire that reveals why 
it was not a failed state as many 
historians believe

“This important book advances a new 
interpretation of the Holy Roman 
Empire that promises to free analyses 
of the empire’s inner workings from 
the burdens of contemporary political 
memory. Stollberg-Rilinger makes the 
imperial political system, endlessly 
complex though it was, accessible and 
comprehensible to a wider audience.”
—David M. Luebke, author of 
Hometown Religion: Regimes of 
Coexistence in Early Modern Westphalia

The Holy Roman Empire
A Short History

BARBARA STOLLBERG-RILINGER
Translated by Yair Mintzker

The Holy Roman Empire emerged in the Middle Ages as a loosely 
integrated union of German states and city-states under the 
supreme rule of an emperor. Around 1500, it took on a more formal 
structure with the establishment of powerful institutions—such 
as the Reichstag and Imperial Chamber Court—that would endure 
more or less intact until the empire’s dissolution by Napoleon in 
1806. Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger provides a concise history of the 
Holy Roman Empire, presenting an entirely new interpretation of 
the empire’s political culture and remarkably durable institutions.

Rather than comparing the empire to modern states or asso-
ciations like the European Union, Stollberg-Rilinger shows how it 
was a political body unlike any other—it had no standing army, no 
clear boundaries, no general taxation or bureaucracy. She describes 
a heterogeneous association based on tradition and shared purpose, 
bound together by personal loyalty and reciprocity, and constantly 
reenacted by solemn rituals. In a narrative spanning three turbulent 
centuries, she takes readers from the reform era at the dawn of the 
sixteenth century to the crisis of the Reformation, from the consoli-
dation of the Peace of Augsburg to the destructive fury of the Thirty 
Years’ War, from the conflict between Austria and Prussia to the 
empire’s downfall in the age of the French Revolution.

Authoritative and accessible, The Holy Roman Empire is an 
incomparable introduction to this momentous period in the history 
of Europe.

Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger is professor and chair of early modern his-
tory at the University of Münster in Germany. Her many books include 
her acclaimed biography of Maria Theresa, which won Germany’s 
prestigious Leipzig Book Fair Prize in 2017, and The Emperor’s Old 
Clothes: Constitutional History and the Symbolic Language of the Holy 
Roman Empire.
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The Spectre of Race
How Discrimination Haunts Western Democracy

MICHAEL GEORGE HANCHARD

As right-wing nationalism and authoritarian populism gain momen-
tum across the world, liberals, and even some conservatives, worry 
that democratic principles are under threat. In The Spectre of Race, 
Michael Hanchard argues that the current rise in xenophobia and rac-
ist rhetoric is nothing new and that exclusionary policies have always 
been central to democratic practices since their beginnings in classical 
times. Contending that democracy has never been for all people, 
Hanchard discusses how marginalization is reinforced in modern 
politics, and why these contradictions need to be fully examined if the 
dynamics of democracy are to be truly understood.

Hanchard identifies continuities of discriminatory citizenship 
from classical Athens to the present and looks at how democratic 
institutions have promoted undemocratic ideas and practices. The 
longest-standing modern democracies—France, Britain, and the 
United States—profited from slave labor, empire, and colonialism, 
much like their Athenian predecessor. Hanchard follows these 
patterns through the Enlightenment and to the states and political 
thinkers of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and he 
examines how early political scientists, including Woodrow Wilson 
and his contemporaries, devised what Hanchard has characterized 
as “racial regimes” to maintain the political and economic privileges 
of dominant groups at the expense of subordinated ones. Exploring 
how democracies reconcile political inequality and equality, Hanchard 
debates the thorny question of the conditions under which democra-
cies have created and maintained barriers to political membership.

Showing the ways that race, gender, nationality, and other crite-
ria have determined a person’s status in political life, The Spectre of 
Race offers important historical context for how democracy gener-
ates political difference and inequality.

Michael George Hanchard is a professor in the Department of 
Africana Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. His books include 
Party/Politics and Orpheus and Power.
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How racism and discrimination 
have been central to democracies 
from the classical period to today

“The literature on democracy is full 
of works that analyze how dominated 
groups struggle to end their margin-
alization and achieve full citizenship. 

Hanchard focuses our attention on 
the other side of that story. Through 
the lens of race, he brilliantly traces 

how dominant groups construct 
democracies more to administer and 

manage political inequality than to 
overcome it. Important and timely, 
this book is informed, elegant, and 

large in scope and impact.”
—Jeffrey A. Winters, Northwestern 

University
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How American political 
participation is increasingly  
being shaped by citizens who 
wield more resources

Unequal and Unrepresented
Political Inequality and the People’s Voice 
in the New Gilded Age

KAY LEHMAN SCHLOZMAN, HENRY E. BRADY & 
SIDNEY VERBA

The Declaration of Independence proclaims equality as a foundational 
American value. However, Unequal and Unrepresented finds that polit-
ical voice in America is not only unequal but also unrepresentative. 
Those who are well educated and affluent carry megaphones. The less 
privileged speak in a whisper. Relying on three decades of research 
and an enormous wealth of information about politically active indi-
viduals and organizations, Kay Schlozman, Henry Brady, and Sidney 
Verba offer a concise synthesis and update of their groundbreaking 
work on political participation. 

The authors consider the many ways that citizens in American 
democracy can influence public outcomes through political voice: by 
voting, getting involved in campaigns, communicating directly with 
public officials, participating online or offline, acting alone and in 
organizations, and investing their time and money. Socioeconomic 
imbalances characterize every form of political voice, but the advan-
tage to the advantaged is especially pronounced when it comes to 
any form of political expression—for example, lobbying legislators 
or making campaign donations—that relies on money as an input. 
With those at the top of the ladder increasingly able to spend lavishly 
in politics, political action anchored in financial investment weighs 
ever more importantly in what public officials hear. 

Citing real-life examples and examining inequalities from multi-
ple perspectives, Unequal and Unrepresented shows how disparities in 
political voice endanger American democracy today.

Kay Lehman Schlozman is the J. Joseph Moakley Endowed Pro-
fessor of Political Science at Boston College. Henry E. Brady is 
dean of the Goldman School of Public Policy and the Class of 1941 
Monroe Deutsch Professor of Political Science and Public Policy 
at the University of California, Berkeley. Sidney Verba is the Carl H. 
Pforzheimer University Professor Emeritus and research professor of 
government at Harvard University.
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“With compelling data and striking 
examples, this worthy book explores 
findings about the nature of citizen 
participation and voice. A brilliant  
crystallization of these eminent  
authors’ many insights.”
—Andrea L. Campbell, author of 
Trapped in America’s Safety Net
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How society’s undervaluing of 
life puts all of us at risk—and 
the groundbreaking economic 

measure that can fix it

“From probably the world’s leading 
thinker on the valuation of mortality 

risks, Pricing Lives makes a funda-
mental, enduring contribution.”

—Cass Sunstein, Harvard Law School

Pricing Lives
Guideposts for a Safer Society

W. KIP VISCUSI

Like it or not, sometimes we need to put a monetary value on 
people’s lives. In the past, government agencies used the financial 
cost of death to monetize the mortality risks of regulatory poli-
cies, but this method vastly undervalued life. Pricing Lives tells the 
story of how the government came to adopt an altogether different 
approach—the value of a statistical life, or VSL—and persuasively 
shows how its widespread adoption could result in a safer and more 
equitable society for everyone.

In the 1980s, W. Kip Viscusi used his VSL method to demon-
strate that the benefits of requiring businesses to label hazardous 
chemicals immensely outweighed the costs. VSL is the risk-reward 
trade-off that people make about their health when considering 
risky job choices. With it, Viscusi calculated how much more money 
workers would demand to take on hazardous jobs, boosting calcu-
lated benefits by an order of magnitude. His current estimate of the 
value of a statistical life is $10 million. In this book, Viscusi provides 
a comprehensive look at all aspects of economic and policy efforts 
to price lives, including controversial topics such as whether older 
people’s lives are worth less and richer people’s lives are worth 
more. He explains why corporations need to abandon the misguided 
cost-of-death approach, how the courts can profit from increased 
application of VSL in assessing liability and setting damages, and 
how other countries consistently undervalue risks to life.

Pricing Lives proposes sensible economic guideposts to foster 
more protective policies and greater levels of safety in the United 
States and throughout the world.

W. Kip Viscusi is the University Distinguished Professor of Law, Eco-
nomics, and Management at Vanderbilt University. His many books 
include Economics of Regulation and Antitrust and Fatal Tradeoffs: 
Public and Private Responsibilities for Risk.
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How New York’s Lower 
East Side inspired new ways 
of seeing America

“Illuminating at almost every turn, 
with a telling analytical expressiveness, 
an utterly persuasive narrative arc, and 
a tour-de-force impact. No work of art 
has made it more richly possible to 
see the usable pasts of the Lower East 
Side than Blair’s book.”
—Thomas J. Ferraro, author of Feeling 
Italian: The Art of Ethnicity in America

How the Other Half Looks
The Lower East Side and the Afterlives of Images

SARA BLAIR

New York City’s Lower East Side, long viewed as the space of what 
Jacob Riis notoriously called the “other half,” was also a crucible for 
experimentation in photography, film, literature, and visual tech-
nologies. This book takes an unprecedented look at the practices 
of observation that emerged from this critical site of encounter, 
showing how they have informed literary and everyday narratives of 
America, its citizens, and its possible futures.

Taking readers from the mid-nineteenth century to the present, 
Sara Blair traces the career of the Lower East Side as a place where 
image-makers, writers, and social reformers tested new techniques 
for apprehending America—and their subjects looked back, con-
fronting the means used to represent them. This dynamic shaped 
the birth of American photojournalism, the writings of Stephen 
Crane and Abraham Cahan, and the forms of early cinema. During 
the 1930s, the emptying ghetto opened contested views of the 
modern city, animating the work of such writers and photographers 
as Henry Roth, Walker Evans, and Ben Shahn. After World War II, the 
Lower East Side became a key resource for imagining poetic revolu-
tion, as in the work of Allen Ginsberg and LeRoi Jones, and exploring 
dystopian futures, from Cold War atomic strikes to the death of print 
culture and the threat of climate change.

How the Other Half Looks reveals how the Lower East Side has 
inspired new ways of looking—and looking back—that have shaped 
literary and popular expression as well as American modernity.

Sara Blair is the Patricia S. Yaeger Collegiate Professor of English and 
a faculty associate in the Department of American Culture and the 
Frankel Center for Judaic Studies at the University of Michigan. Her 
books include Harlem Crossroads: Black Writers and the Photograph 
in the Twentieth Century (Princeton) and Trauma and Documentary 
Photography of the FSA.
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A political history of 
environmental policy and 

regulation in California, from  
the Gold Rush to the present

California Greenin’
How the Golden State Became an Environmental Leader

DAVID VOGEL

Over the course of its 150-year history, California has successfully 
protected its scenic wilderness areas, restricted coastal oil drilling, 
regulated automobile emissions, preserved coastal access, improved 
energy efficiency, and, most recently, addressed global climate 
change. How has this state, more than any other, enacted so many 
innovative and stringent environmental regulations over such a long 
period of time? The first comprehensive look at California’s history 
of environmental leadership, California Greenin’ shows why the 
Golden State has been at the forefront in setting new environmental 
standards, often leading the rest of the nation.

From the establishment of Yosemite, America’s first protected 
wilderness, and the prohibition of dumping gold-mining debris in 
the nineteenth century to sweeping climate-change legislation in 
the twenty-first, David Vogel traces California’s remarkable envi-
ronmental policy trajectory. He explains that this pathbreaking role 
developed because California had more to lose from environmental 
deterioration and more to gain from preserving its stunning natural 
geography. As a result, citizens and civic groups effectively mobilized 
to protect and restore their state’s natural beauty and, importantly, 
were often backed both by business interests and strong regula-
tory authorities. Business backing for environmental regulation in 
California reveals that strict standards are not only compatible with 
economic growth but can also contribute to it. Vogel also examines 
areas where California has fallen short, particularly in water manage-
ment and the state’s dependence on automobile transportation.  

California Greenin’ demonstrates that the Golden State’s 
impressive record of environmental accomplishments holds lessons 
not just for the country but for the world.

David Vogel is professor emeritus in the Haas School of Business 
and the Department of Political Science at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.
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“Although much has been written 
about the history of environmental 

policy and environmentalism in Cal-
ifornia, I am not aware of any single 

book that presents such a broad scope 
in terms of time (150+ years) and issue 

areas (mining, forests, coasts, water, 
air quality, and climate change). Read-

ers will learn a tremendous amount 
about how natural resource manage-
ment and environmental and energy 
policy have developed in California.”

—David M. Konisky, coauthor of 
Cheap and Clean
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The entertaining story of four 
utopian writers—Edward 
Bellamy, William Morris, Edward 
Carpenter, and Charlotte Perkins 
Gilman—and their continuing 
influence today

“Beautifully clear and coherent, and 
enlivened by touches of humor, The 
Last Utopians illuminates the unique 
contributions of Bellamy, Morris, 
Carpenter, and Gilman and makes a 
persuasive case for the continuing 
value of their work. The book should 
appeal to a wide range of readers who 
are interested in history, literature, and 
politics, as well as the development of 
feminism and gay liberation.”
—Naomi Jacobs, University of Maine

The Last Utopians
Four Late Nineteenth-Century Visionaries and Their Legacy

MICHAEL ROBERTSON

For readers reared on the dystopian visions of Nineteen Eighty-Four 
and The Handmaid’s Tale, the idea of a perfect society may sound 
more sinister than enticing. In this lively literary history of a time 
before “Orwellian” entered the cultural lexicon, Michael Robertson 
reintroduces us to a vital strain of utopianism that seized the imagi-
nations of late nineteenth-century American and British writers.

The Last Utopians delves into the biographies of four key 
figures—Edward Bellamy, William Morris, Edward Carpenter, and 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman—who lived during an extraordinary period 
of literary and social experimentation. The publication of Bellamy’s 
Looking Backward in 1888 opened the floodgates of an unprece-
dented wave of utopian writing. Morris, the Arts and Crafts pioneer, 
was a committed socialist whose News from Nowhere envisions a 
workers’ Arcadia. Carpenter boldly argued that homosexuals consti-
tute a utopian vanguard. Gilman, a women’s rights activist and the 
author of “The Yellow Wallpaper,” wrote numerous utopian fictions, 
including Herland, a visionary tale of an all-female society. 

These writers, Robertson shows, shared a belief in radical 
equality, imagining an end to class and gender hierarchies and 
envisioning new forms of familial and romantic relationships. They 
held liberal religious beliefs about a universal spirit uniting humanity. 
They believed in social transformation through nonviolent means 
and were committed to living a simple life rooted in a restored 
natural world. And their legacy remains with us today, as Robertson 
describes in entertaining firsthand accounts of contemporary utopia-
nism, ranging from Occupy Wall Street to a Radical Faerie retreat.

Michael Robertson is professor of English at The College of New 
Jersey and the author of two award-winning books, Worshipping Walt: 
The Whitman Disciples (Princeton) and Stephen Crane, Journalism, 
and the Making of Modern American Literature. A former freelance 
journalist, he has written for the New York Times, the Village Voice, 
Columbia Journalism Review, and many other publications.
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The Habsburg Empire’s grand 
strategy for outmaneuvering and 
outlasting its stronger rivals in a 

complicated geopolitical world

“An extremely important and 
well-researched book. It represents 

a major contribution to the study of 
the Habsburg Empire and statecraft 

more broadly.”
—Eliot A. Cohen, author of The Big 

Stick: The Limits of Soft Power and the 
Necessity of Military Force

The Grand Strategy  
of the Habsburg Empire

A. WESS MITCHELL

The Empire of Habsburg Austria faced more enemies than any other 
great European power. Flanked on four sides by rivals, it possessed 
few of the advantages that explain successful empires. Its army was 
not renowned for offensive prowess, its finances were often shaky, 
and its populace was fragmented into more than a dozen ethnicities. 
Yet somehow Austria endured, outlasting Ottoman sieges, Frederick 
the Great, and Napoleon. The Grand Strategy of the Habsburg Empire 
tells the story of how this cash-strapped, polyglot empire survived 
for centuries in Europe’s most dangerous neighborhood without 
succumbing to the pressures of multisided warfare.

Taking readers from the War of the Spanish Succession in the 
early 1700s to the Austro-Prussian War of 1866, A. Wess Mitchell 
argues that the Habsburgs succeeded not through offensive military 
power or great wealth but by developing strategies that manipulated 
the element of time in geopolitical competition. Unable to fight all 
their enemies at once, the Habsburgs learned to use the limited 
tools at their disposal—terrain, technology, and treaty allies—to 
sequence and stagger their contests, drive down the costs of empire, 
and concentrate scarce resources against the greatest threat of the 
moment. Rarely holding a grudge after war, they played the “long 
game” in geopolitics, corralling friend and foe alike into voluntarily 
managing the empire’s lengthy frontiers and extending a benign 
hegemony across the turbulent lands of middle Europe.

A study in adaptive statecraft, The Grand Strategy of the 
Habsburg Empire offers lessons on how to navigate a messy 
geopolitical map, stand firm without the advantage of military 
predominance, and prevail against multiple rivals.

A. Wess Mitchell is president of the Center for European Policy Anal-
ysis (CEPA). His books include The Unquiet Frontier: Rising Rivals, 
Vulnerable Allies, and the Crisis of American Power and The Godfather 
Doctrine: A Foreign Policy Parable (both Princeton).
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Christianity in the  
Twentieth Century
A World History

BRIAN STANLEY

Christianity in the Twentieth Century charts the transformation of one 
of the world’s great religions during an age marked by world wars, 
genocide, nationalism, decolonization, and powerful ideological 
currents, many of them hostile to Christianity. Written by a lead-
ing scholar of world Christianity, this book traces how Christianity 
evolved from a religion defined by the culture and politics of Europe 
to the expanding polycentric and multicultural faith it is today—one 
whose growing popular support is strongest in sub-Saharan Africa, 
Latin America, China, and other parts of Asia.

Brian Stanley sheds critical light on themes of central impor-
tance for understanding the global contours of modern Christianity, 
illustrating each one with contrasting case studies, usually taken from 
different parts of the world. Unlike other books on world Christianity, 
this one is not a regional survey or chronological narrative, nor does 
it focus on theology or ecclesiastical institutions. Rather, Stanley 
provides a history of Christianity as a popular faith experienced and 
lived by its adherents, telling a compelling and multifaceted story of 
Christendom’s fortunes in Europe, North America, and across the 
rest of the globe.

Transnational in scope and drawing on the latest scholarship, 
Christianity in the Twentieth Century demonstrates how Christianity 
has had less to fear from the onslaughts of secularism than from the 
readiness of Christians themselves to accommodate their faith to 
ideologies that privilege racial identity or radical individualism.

Brian Stanley is professor of world Christianity at the University of 
Edinburgh. His books include The Global Diffusion of Evangelicalism: 
The Age of Billy Graham and John Stott and The World Missionary 
Conference, Edinburgh 1910.
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A history of unparalleled 
scope that charts the global 
transformation of Christianity 
during an age of profound 
political and cultural change

“An absolutely superb book. Christian-
ity in the Twentieth Century succeeds 
admirably in illuminating an extremely 
complex historical phenomenon.”
—Mark A. Noll, author of The New 
Shape of World Christianity: How 
American Experience Reflects Global 
Faith
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Extended Heredity
A New Understanding of Inheritance and Evolution

RUSSELL BONDURIANSKY & TROY DAY

For much of the twentieth century it was assumed that genes alone 
mediate the transmission of biological information across genera-
tions and provide the raw material for natural selection. In Extended 
Heredity, leading evolutionary biologists Russell Bonduriansky and 
Troy Day challenge this premise. Drawing on the latest research, 
they demonstrate that what happens during our lifetimes—and even 
our grandparents’ and great-grandparents’ lifetimes—can influence 
the features of our descendants. On the basis of these discoveries, 
Bonduriansky and Day develop an extended concept of heredity that 
upends ideas about how traits can and cannot be transmitted across 
generations.  

By examining the history of the gene-centered view in modern 
biology and reassessing fundamental tenets of evolutionary theory, 
Bonduriansky and Day show that nongenetic inheritance—involving 
epigenetic, environmental, behavioral, and cultural factors—could 
play an important role in evolution. The discovery of nongenetic 
inheritance therefore has major implications for key questions in 
evolutionary biology, as well as human health.

Extended Heredity reappraises long-held ideas and opens the 
door to a new understanding of inheritance and evolution.

Russell Bonduriansky is associate professor of evolutionary biology 
at the University of New South Wales in Australia. Troy Day is a 
professor in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics and 
the Department of Biology at Queen’s University in Canada. His 
books include Biocalculus and A Biologist’s Guide to Mathematical 
Modeling in Ecology and Evolution (Princeton).
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How genes are not the only  
basis of heredity—and what this 
means for evolution, human life, 

and disease

“A work of great clarity. Bonduriansky 
and Day provide an absorbing 
account of evolution in which 

a menagerie of epigenetic forces 
joins our genes as the drivers of 

who we are and what we are like.”
—Mark Pagel, author of  

Wired for Culture
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“Well-organized and well-written, 
How Behavior Spreads shows that 
complex and simple contagion  
processes are different, and that these 
differences are important for under-
standing a wide class of diffusion 
outcomes. This is a fine book.”
—Peter Bearman, Columbia University

A new, counterintuitive theory for 
how social networks influence the 
spread of behavior

How Behavior Spreads
The Science of Complex Contagions

DAMON CENTOLA

New social movements, technologies, and public-health initiatives 
often struggle to take off, yet many diseases disperse rapidly without 
issue. Can the lessons learned from the viral diffusion of diseases be 
used to improve the spread of beneficial behaviors and innovations? 
In How Behavior Spreads, Damon Centola presents over a decade of 
original research examining how societal changes in behavior occur—
in voting, health, technology, and finance—and the ways social net-
works can be used to influence how they propagate. Centola’s startling 
findings show that the same conditions accelerating the viral expan-
sion of an epidemic unexpectedly inhibit the spread of behaviors. 

While it is commonly believed that “weak ties”—long-distance 
connections linking acquaintances—lead to the quicker spread of 
behaviors, in fact the exact opposite holds true. Centola demonstrates 
how the most well-known, intuitive ideas about social networks have 
caused past diffusion efforts to fail, and how such efforts might better 
succeed in the future. Pioneering the use of Web-based methods 
to understand how changes in people’s social networks alter their 
behaviors, Centola illustrates the ways in which these insights can 
be applied to solve countless problems of organizational change, 
cultural evolution, and social innovation. His findings offer important 
lessons for public health workers, entrepreneurs, and activists looking 
to harness networks for social change.

Practical and informative, How Behavior Spreads is a must-
read for anyone interested in how the theory of social networks can 
effectively transform our world.

Damon Centola is an associate professor in the Annenberg School 
for Communications and the School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences at the University of Pennsylvania, where he is director of the 
Network Dynamics Group. 
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The first book to challenge 
modern philosophy’s case against 

idleness, revealing why the idle 
state is one of true freedom

“Idleness is engagingly written, stimu-
lating, and illuminating. Brian O’Con-
nor handles his material deftly, taking 
the reader to the heart of the issues.”

—Michael Rosen, author of Dignity:  
Its History and Meaning

Idleness
A Philosophical Essay

BRIAN O’CONNOR

For millennia, idleness and laziness have been regarded as vices. 
We’re all expected to work to survive and get ahead, and devoting 
energy to anything but labor and self-improvement can seem like 
a luxury or a moral failure. Far from questioning this conventional 
wisdom, modern philosophers have worked hard to develop new 
reasons to denigrate idleness. In Idleness, the first book to chal-
lenge modern philosophy’s portrayal of inactivity, Brian O’Connor 
argues that the case against an indifference to work and effort is 
flawed—and that idle aimlessness may instead allow for the high-
est form of freedom.

Idleness explores how some of the most influential modern 
philosophers drew a direct connection between making the most 
of our humanity and avoiding laziness. Idleness was dismissed 
as contrary to the need people have to become autonomous and 
make whole, integrated beings of themselves (Kant); to be useful 
(Kant and Hegel); to accept communal norms (Hegel); to contrib-
ute to the social good by working (Marx); and to avoid boredom 
(Schopenhauer and de Beauvoir). 

O’Connor throws doubt on all these arguments, presenting 
a sympathetic vision of the inactive and unserious that draws 
on more productive ideas about idleness, from ancient Greece 
through Robert Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy, Schiller and 
Marcuse’s thoughts about the importance of play, and recent 
critiques of the cult of work. A thought-provoking reconsideration 
of productivity for the twenty-first century, Idleness shows that, from 
now on, no theory of what it means to have a free mind can exclude 
idleness from the conversation.

Brian O’Connor is professor of philosophy at University College Dub-
lin. He is the author of Adorno and Adorno’s Negative Dialectic.
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How looking beautiful has 
become a moral imperative 
in today’s world

“Innovative and original.”
—Anne Phillips, author of The Politics 
of the Human

Perfect Me!
Beauty as an Ethical Ideal

HEATHER WIDDOWS

The demand to be beautiful is increasingly important in today’s 
visual and virtual culture. Rightly or wrongly, being perfect has 
become an ethical ideal to live by, and according to which we judge 
ourselves good or bad, a success or a failure. Perfect Me! explores 
the changing nature of the beauty ideal, showing how it is more 
dominant, more demanding, and more global than ever before.

Heather Widdows argues that our perception of the self is 
changing. More and more, we locate the self in the body—not just 
our actual, flawed bodies but our transforming and imagined ones. 
As this happens, we further embrace the beauty ideal. Nobody is firm 
enough, thin enough, smooth enough, or buff enough—not without 
significant effort and cosmetic intervention. And as more demanding 
practices become the norm, more will be required of us, and the 
beauty ideal will be harder and harder to resist.

If you have ever felt the urge to “make the best of yourself” 
or worried that you were “letting yourself go,” this book explains 
why. Perfect Me! examines how the beauty ideal has come to define 
how we see ourselves and others and how we structure our daily 
practices—and how it enthralls us with promises of the good life 
that are dubious at best. Perfect Me! demonstrates that we must 
first recognize the ethical nature of the beauty ideal if we are ever to 
address its harms.

Heather Widdows is the John Ferguson Professor of Global Ethics in 
the Department of Philosophy at the University of Birmingham. Her 
books include Global Ethics: An Introduction, The Connected Self: The 
Ethics and Governance of the Genetic Individual, and The Moral Vision 
of Iris Murdoch.
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Deep Roots
How Slavery Still Shapes Southern Politics

AVIDIT ACHARYA, MATTHEW BLACKWELL  
& MAYA SEN

Despite dramatic social transformations in the United States during the 
last 150 years, the South has remained staunchly conservative. South-
erners are more likely to support Republican candidates, gun rights, 
and the death penalty, and southern whites harbor higher levels of racial 
resentment than whites in other parts of the country. Why haven’t these 
sentiments evolved or changed? Deep Roots shows that the entrenched 
political and racial views of contemporary white southerners are a direct 
consequence of the region’s slaveholding history, which continues to 
shape economic, political, and social spheres. Southern whites who live 
in geographical areas once reliant on slavery—compared to areas that 
were not—are, today, more racially hostile and less amenable to policies 
that could promote black progress.

Highlighting the connection between historical institutions 
and contemporary political attitudes, the authors explore the period 
following the Civil War when elite whites in former bastions of slavery 
had political and economic incentives to encourage the development 
of anti-black laws and practices. Deep Roots shows that these forces 
created a local political culture steeped in racial prejudice, and these 
viewpoints have been passed down over generations, from parents 
to children and via communities, through a process called behavioral 
path dependence. While legislation such as the Civil Rights Act and 
the Voting Rights Act made huge strides in increasing economic 
opportunity and reducing educational disparities, southern slavery 
has had a profound, lasting, and self-reinforcing influence on regional 
and national politics that can still be felt today.

Deep Roots demonstrates how social beliefs persist long after 
the formal policies that created those beliefs have been eradicated.

Avidit Acharya is assistant professor of political science at Stanford 
University. Matthew Blackwell is assistant professor of government at 
Harvard University. Maya Sen is associate professor of public policy at 
the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.
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The lasting effects of slavery on 
contemporary political attitudes 

in the American South

“This book’s arguments can’t be 
right, can they? But the authors bring 

evidence to bear so well that they have 
knocked the ball back into the skeptics’ 

court. Deep Roots will be enormously 
productive in advancing knowledge—it 

is what we want books to be.”
—Robert Mickey, author of Paths Out 

of Dixie
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State of Repression
Iraq under Saddam Hussein

LISA BLAYDES

How did Iraq become one of the most repressive dictatorships of the 
late twentieth century? The conventional wisdom about Iraq’s mod-
ern political history is that the country was doomed by its diverse 
social fabric. But in State of Repression, Lisa Blaydes challenges this 
belief by showing that the country’s breakdown was far from inevi-
table. At the same time, she offers a new way of understanding the 
behavior of other authoritarian regimes and their populations.

Drawing on archival material captured from the headquarters 
of Saddam Hussein’s ruling Ba’th Party in the wake of the 2003 U.S. 
invasion, Blaydes illuminates the complexities of political life in Iraq, 
including why certain Iraqis chose to collaborate with the regime 
while others worked to undermine it. She demonstrates that, despite 
the Ba’thist regime’s pretensions to political hegemony, its frequent 
reliance on collective punishment of various groups reinforced and 
cemented identity divisions. In addition, a series of costly external 
shocks to the economy—resulting from fluctuations in oil prices and 
Iraq’s war with Iran—weakened the capacity of the regime to moni-
tor, co-opt, coerce, and control factions of Iraqi society.

In addition to calling into question the common story of mod-
ern Iraqi politics, State of Repression offers a new explanation of why 
and how dictators repress their people in ways that can inadvertently 
strengthen regime opponents. 

Lisa Blaydes is associate professor of political science and senior 
fellow at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies at 
Stanford University. She is the author of Elections and Distributive 
Politics in Mubarak’s Egypt.
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A new account of modern 
Iraqi politics that overturns the 
conventional wisdom about its 
sectarian divisions

“Drawing on fascinating original 
research about the inner workings of 
Iraq’s Ba’thist regime, State of Repres-
sion enhances our understanding of 
authoritarian politics.”
—Amaney A. Jamal, Princeton 
University
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A provocative new look at 
concepts of the present, their 

connection to ideas about time, 
and their effect on literature, art, 

and culture

“This extraordinary book provides a 
masterful survey of a notoriously 

baffling subject, yet does so in 
wonderfully accessible and engaging 
prose. What Is the Present? is superb 

scholarship but also exciting news—a 
captivating report from the front lines 

of cultural and intellectual 
engagement. I love this book.”

—Jesse Matz, author of Lasting 
Impressions: The Legacies of 

Impressionism in Contemporary Culture

What Is the Present?

MICHAEL NORTH

The problem of the present—what it is and what it means—is one 
that has vexed generations of thinkers and artists. Because moder-
nity places so much value on the present, many critics argue that 
people today spend far too much time in the here and now—but 
how can we tell without first knowing what the here and now actually 
is? What Is the Present? takes a provocative new look at this moment 
in time that remains a mystery even though it is always with us.

Michael North tackles puzzles that have preoccupied philos-
ophy, neuroscience, psychology, history, and aesthetic theory and 
examines the complex role of the present in painting, fiction, and 
film. He engages with a range of thinkers, from Aristotle and Augus-
tine to William James and Henri Bergson. He draws illuminating 
examples from artists such as Fra Angelico and Richard McGuire, 
filmmakers like D. W. Griffith and Christopher Nolan, and novelists 
such as Elizabeth Bowen and Willa Cather. North offers a critical 
analysis of previous models of the present, from the experiential 
present to the historical period we call the contemporary. He argues 
that the present is not a cosmological or experiential fact but a meta-
phor, a figurative relationship with the whole of time. 

Presenting an entirely new conception of the temporal mystery 
Georg Lukács called the “unexplained instant,” What Is the Present? 
explores how the arts have traditionally represented the present 
while also considering how artists have offered radical alternatives to 
that tradition.

Michael North is professor of English at the University of California, 
Los Angeles. His many books include Novelty: A History of the New, 
Machine-Age Comedy, and Camera Works: Photography and the 
Twentieth-Century Word.
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The first English-language 
biography of the de facto ruler 
of the late Ottoman Empire 
and architect of the 
Armenian Genocide

“A highly valuable model of 
the use of biography in the service 
of history and the social sciences. 
Kieser’s careful reading of the Arme-
nian Genocide offers precious keys 
to understanding the process of the 
Islamization and Turkification of the 
late Ottoman Empire.”
—Hamit Bozarslan, author of Violence 
in the Middle East: From Political 
Struggle to Self-Sacrifice

Talaat Pasha
Father of Modern Turkey, Architect of Genocide

HANS-LUKAS KIESER

Talaat Pasha (1874–1921) led the triumvirate that ruled the late Otto-
man Empire during World War I and is arguably the father of modern 
Turkey. He was also the architect of the Armenian Genocide, which 
would result in the systematic extermination of more than a million 
people, and which set the stage for a century that would witness 
atrocities on a scale never imagined. Here is the first biography in 
English of the revolutionary figure who not only prepared the way for 
Atatürk and the founding of the republic in 1923 but who shaped the 
modern world as well.

In this explosive book, Hans-Lukas Kieser provides a mes-
merizing portrait of a man who maintained power through a potent 
blend of the new Turkish ethno-nationalism, the political Islam of 
former Sultan Abdulhamid II, and a readiness to employ radical 
“solutions” and violence. From Talaat’s role in the Young Turk Rev-
olution of 1908 to his exile and sensational assassination in Weimar 
Germany, Kieser restores the Ottoman drama to the heart of world 
events. He shows how Talaat wielded far more power than previously 
realized, making him the de facto ruler of the empire. He brings 
wartime Istanbul vividly to life as a thriving diplomatic hub, and 
reveals how Talaat’s cataclysmic actions would reverberate across 
the twentieth century.

In this major work of scholarship, Kieser tells the story of the 
brilliant and merciless politician who stood at the twilight of empire 
and the dawn of the age of genocide.

Hans-Lukas Kieser is associate professor in the School of Human-
ities and Social Science at the University of Newcastle in Australia 
and adjunct professor of history at the University of Zurich. His 
many books include Nearest East: American Millennialism and 
Mission to the Middle East, World War I and the End of the Ottomans: 
From the Balkan Wars to the Armenian Genocide, and Turkey beyond 
Nationalism.
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The first complete and annotated 
English translation of Maimon’s 

influential and delightfully 
entertaining memoir

“This new translation of Maimon’s 
pathbreaking autobiography is timely, 

and the editors and translator are 
exactly the right team to pull it off. 

It is a kind of Jewish picaresque, 
with Maimon playing the role of the 

rude barbarian who can’t help but 
import his Talmudic sensibility into 

the philosophical debates of 
late eighteenth-century Germany.”

—David Biale, coauthor of Hasidism:  
A New History

The Autobiography  
of Solomon Maimon
The Complete Translation

Edited by Yitzhak Y. Melamed & Abraham Socher
Translated by Paul Reitter
With an afterword by Gideon Freudenthal

Solomon Maimon’s autobiography has delighted readers for more 
than two hundred years, from Goethe, Schiller, and George Eliot to 
Walter Benjamin and Hannah Arendt. The American poet and critic 
Adam Kirsch has named it one of the most crucial Jewish books of 
modern times. Here is the first complete and annotated English 
edition of this enduring and lively work.

Born into a down-on-its-luck provincial Jewish family in 1753, 
Maimon quickly distinguished himself as a prodigy in learning. Even 
as a young child, he chafed at the constraints of his Talmudic educa-
tion and rabbinical training. He recounts how he sought stimulation 
in the Hasidic community and among students of the Kabbalah—and 
offers rare and often wickedly funny accounts of both. After a series of 
picaresque misadventures, Maimon reached Berlin, where he became 
part of the city’s famed Jewish Enlightenment and achieved the phil-
osophical education he so desperately wanted, winning acclaim for 
being the “sharpest” of Kant’s critics, described so by Kant himself.

This new edition restores large portions of the text cut from the 
abridged 1888 translation by J. Clark Murray, which has long been the 
only available English edition. Paul Reitter’s translation is brilliantly 
sensitive to the subtleties of Maimon’s prose while providing a fluid 
rendering that contemporary readers will enjoy, and is accompanied by 
an introduction and notes by Yitzhak Melamed and Abraham Socher 
that give invaluable insights into Maimon and his extraordinary life. The 
book also features an afterword by Gideon Freudenthal that provides an 
authoritative overview of Maimon’s contribution to modern philosophy.

Yitzhak Y. Melamed is the Charlotte Bloomberg Professor of Philosophy 
at Johns Hopkins University. Abraham Socher is associate professor of 
Jewish studies and religion at Oberlin College. Paul Reitter is professor 
of Germanic languages and literatures at Ohio State University. Gideon 
Freudenthal is professor emeritus at Tel Aviv University’s Cohn Institute 
for the History and Philosophy of Science and Ideas.
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