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“Benn Steil has written a wonderfully 
rich and vivid account of the making of 
the postwar economic order. The Battle 
of Bretton Woods tells the fascinating 
story of the contest between the United 
States and Britain, led by the outsized 
personalities of Harry Dexter White and 
John Maynard Keynes, to reconcile their 
competing visions and interests.”
—Liaquat Ahamed, author of Lords of 
Finance

A SWEEPING HISTORY OF THE DRAMA, INTRIGUE, 
AND RIVALRY BEHIND THE cREATION OF 

THE POSTWAR EcONOMIc ORDER
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HISTORY z POPULAR ECONOMICS

The Battle of 
Bretton Woods

John Maynard Keynes, Harry dexter White, 
and the Making of a new World order

Benn Steil

When turmoil strikes world monetary and financial markets, 
leaders invariably call for “a new Bretton Woods” to prevent 
catastrophic economic disorder and defuse political conflict. 
the name of the remote new Hampshire town where repre-
sentatives of forty-four nations gathered in July 1944, in the 
midst of the century’s second great war, has become short-
hand for enlightened globalization. the actual story surround-
ing the historic Bretton Woods accords, however, is full of 
startling drama, intrigue, and rivalry, which are vividly brought 
to life in Benn steil’s epic account.

upending the conventional wisdom that Bretton Woods 
was the product of an amiable Anglo-American collaboration, 
steil shows that it was in reality part of a much more ambi-
tious geopolitical agenda hatched within president Franklin d. 
roosevelt’s treasury and aimed at eliminating Britain as an 
economic and political rival. At the heart of the drama were the 
antipodal characters of John Maynard Keynes, the renowned 
and revolutionary British economist, and Harry dexter White, 
the dogged, self-made American technocrat. Bringing to 
bear new and striking archival evidence, steil offers the most 
compelling portrait yet of the complex and controversial figure 
of White—the architect of the dollar’s privileged place in the 
Bretton Woods monetary system, who also, very privately, 
admired soviet economic planning and engaged in clandestine 
communications with soviet intelligence officials and agents 
over many years.

A remarkably deft work of storytelling that reveals how the 
blueprint for the postwar economic order was actually drawn, 
The Battle of Bretton Woods is destined to become a classic of 
economic and political history.

Benn Steil is senior fellow and director of international 
economics at the council on Foreign relations. His previous 
book, Money, Markets, and Sovereignty, was awarded the 2010 
Hayek Book prize.

A council on Foreign relAtions BooK



 2  Trade   

press.princeton.edu

MAY

Cloth  $27.95T
978-0-691-15730-6

280 pages. 10 color illus. 
21 halftones. 1 map. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

BIOGRAPHY z PHILOSOPHY

The Philosopher, the 
Priest, and the Painter

A portrait of descartes

Steven Nadler 

in the louvre museum hangs a portrait of a middle-aged man 
with long dark hair, a mustache, and heavy-lidded eyes, and 
he is dressed in the starched white collar and black coat of 
the typical dutch burgher. the painting is now the iconic im-
age of rené descartes, the great seventeenth-century French 
philosopher. And the painter of the work? the dutch master 
Frans Hals—or so it was long believed, until the work was 
downgraded to a copy of an original. But where, then, is the 
authentic version located, and who painted it? is the man in 
the painting—and in its original—really descartes?

A unique combination of philosophy, biography, and art 
history, The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter investigates 
the remarkable individuals and circumstances behind a small 
portrait. through this image—and the intersecting lives of a 
brilliant philosopher, a catholic priest, and a gifted painter—
steven nadler opens up a fascinating portal into descartes’s 
life and times, skillfully presenting an accessible introduction 
to descartes’s philosophical and scientific ideas, and an il-
luminating tour of the volatile political and religious environ-
ment of the dutch golden Age. As nadler shows, descartes’s 
innovative ideas about the world, about human nature and 
knowledge, and about philosophy itself, stirred great contro-
versy. philosophical and theological critics vigorously opposed 
his views, and civil and ecclesiastic authorities condemned his 
writings. nevertheless, descartes’s thought came to dominate 
the philosophical world of the period, and can rightly be called 
the philosophy of the seventeenth century.

shedding light on a well-known image, The Philosopher, 
the Priest, and the Painter offers an engaging exploration of a 
celebrated philosopher’s world and work.

Steven Nadler is the William H. Hay ii professor of philosophy 
at the university of Wisconsin–Madison. His books include 
Rembrandt’s Jews, which was a finalist for the pulitzer prize; 
Spinoza: A Life, which won the Koret Jewish Book Award; and A 
Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza’s Scandalous Treatise and the Birth 
of the Secular Age (princeton).

Praise for Steven Nadler’s A Book 
Forged in Hell:

“[A] delightfully lucid and philosophi-
cally thorough account. . . . What makes 
Nadler’s so welcome a contribution is 
the care and the clarity of his philosoph-
ical exposition.”
—Peter Gordon, New Republic

HOW A FAMOUS PAINTING 
OPENS A WINDOW INTO THE LIFE, TIMES, 
AND PHILOSOPHY OF RENÉ DEScARTES
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“No art historian in our time has had a 
greater impact both within the field and 
beyond it than T. J. Clark. Everything he 
writes matters in the most fundamental 
way. His latest book, Picasso and Truth, 
is no exception—superbly observed, 
beautifully argued, a tour de force of 
looking, thinking, and writing.”
—Michael Fried, author of The Moment 
of Caravaggio

A GROUNDBREAKING REASSESSMENT OF PIcASSO 
BY ONE OF TODAY’S PREEMINENT ART HISTORIANS

JUNE

Cloth  $45.00T
978-0-691-15741-2

352 pages. 109 color illus.  
100 halftones. 7 x 10.

ART

Picasso and Truth
From cubism to Guernica

T. J. Clark

Picasso and Truth offers a breathtaking and original new 
look at the most significant artist of the modern era. From 
pablo picasso’s early The Blue Room to the later Guernica, 
eminent art historian t. J. clark offers a striking reas-
sessment of the artist’s paintings from the 1920s and 
1930s. Why was the space of a room so basic to picasso’s 
worldview? And what happened to his art when he began 
to feel that room-space become too confined—too little 
exposed to the catastrophes of the twentieth century? clark 
explores the role of space and the interior, and the battle 
between intimacy and monstrosity, in picasso’s art. Based 
on the A. W. Mellon lectures in the Fine Arts delivered at 
the national gallery of Art, this lavishly illustrated volume 
remedies the biographical and idolatrous tendencies of 
most studies on picasso, reasserting the structure and 
substance of the artist’s work.

With compelling insight, clark focuses on three 
central works—the large-scale Guitar and Mandolin on a 
Table (1924), The Three Dancers (1925), and The Painter 
and His Model (1927)—and explores picasso’s answer to 
nietzsche’s belief that the age-old commitment to truth 
was imploding in modern european culture. Masterful in its 
historical contextualization, Picasso and Truth rescues picasso 
from the celebrity culture that trivializes his accomplishments 
and returns us to the tragic vision of his art—humane and 
appalling, naive and difficult, in mourning for a lost nineteenth 
century, yet utterly exposed to the hell of europe between the 
wars.

T. J. Clark is professor emeritus of modern art at the university 
of california, Berkeley. He is the author of many books, includ-
ing The Sight of Death, Farewell to an Idea, and The Painting of 
Modern Life (princeton). in 2006, he received the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation distinguished Achievement Award.

A. W. Mellon lectures in tHe Fine Arts, 2009, 
nAtionAl gAllery oF Art, WAsHington

Bollingen series XXXV: 58

Picasso and Truth
From cubism to Guernica
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“It is rare indeed to find a Fed chair-
man looking back and explaining the 
Fed’s actions. In this valuable book, 
Ben Bernanke argues strongly that 
the Fed’s decisions during the finan-
cial crisis were consistent with long-
standing central banking practices. 
His account is an important part of the 
historical record.” 
—Alan Blinder, Princeton University

BEN BERNANKE’S HISTORY OF 
THE FEDERAL RESERVE AND ITS RESPONSE 

TO THE 2008 FINANcIAL cRISIS

MARCH
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POPULAR ECONOMICS z 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 

The Federal Reserve and 
the Financial Crisis

Ben S. Bernanke

in 2012, Ben Bernanke, chairman of the u.s. Federal reserve, 
gave a series of lectures about the Federal reserve and the 
2008 financial crisis, as part of a course at george Washington 
university on the role of the Federal reserve in the economy. 
in this unusual event, Bernanke revealed important back-
ground and insights into the central bank’s crucial actions 
during the worst financial crisis since the great depression. 
taken directly from these historic talks, The Federal Reserve and 
the Financial Crisis offers insight into the guiding principles 
behind the Fed’s activities and the lessons to be learned from 
its handling of recent economic challenges.

Bernanke traces the origins of the Federal reserve, from 
its inception in 1914 through the second World War, and he 
looks at the Fed post-1945, when it began operating indepen-
dently from other governmental departments such as the 
treasury. during this time the Fed grappled with episodes of 
high inflation, finally tamed by then-chairman paul Volcker. 
Bernanke also explores the period under his predecessor, Alan 
greenspan, known as the great Moderation. Bernanke then 
delves into the Fed’s reaction to the recent financial crisis, 
focusing on the central bank’s role as the lender of last resort 
and discussing efforts that injected liquidity into the banking 
system. Bernanke points out that monetary policies alone can-
not revive the economy, and he describes ongoing structural 
and regulatory problems that need to be addressed.

providing first-hand knowledge of how problems in the 
financial system were handled, The Federal Reserve and the 
Financial Crisis will long be studied by those interested in this 
critical moment in history. 

Ben S. Bernanke is chairman of the u.s. Federal reserve. He 
has served as chairman of the president’s council of eco-
nomic Advisors and as a member of the Board of governors 
of the Federal reserve. Before his time in public service he was 
a professor of economics at princeton university. His many 
books include Essays on the Great Depression and Inflation 
Targeting (both princeton). 
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“This brilliant book demystifies banking 
for everyone and explains what is really 
going on. Investors, policymakers, and all 
citizens owe it to themselves to listen.”
—Simon Johnson, coauthor of 13 Bank-
ers: The Wall Street Takeover and the Next 
Financial Meltdown

“Almost subversive in its clarity, The Bank-
ers’ New Clothes is the most important book 
about banking in a very long time. . . . Fu-
ture efforts to regulate the financial system 
should start here.”
—Kenneth S. Rogoff, coauthor of This Time 
Is Different: Eight Centuries of Financial Folly 

The Bankers’ New Clothes
What’s Wrong with Banking and What to do about it

Anat Admati & Martin Hellwig

What is wrong with today’s banking system? the past few 
years have shown that risks in banking can impose significant 
costs on the economy. Many claim, however, that a safer bank-
ing system would require sacrificing lending and economic 
growth. The Bankers’ New Clothes examines this claim and 
the narratives used by bankers, politicians, and regulators to 
rationalize the lack of reform, exposing them as invalid.

Admati and Hellwig argue we can have a safer and 
healthier banking system without sacrificing any of the benefits 
of the system, and at essentially no cost to society. they 
show that banks are as fragile as they are not because they 
must be, but because they want to be—and they get away 
with it. Whereas this situation benefits bankers, it distorts the 
economy and exposes the public to unnecessary risks. Weak 
regulation and ineffective enforcement allowed the buildup of 
risks that ushered in the financial crisis of 2007–2009. Much 
can be done to create a better system and prevent crises. yet 
the lessons from the crisis have not been learned. 

Admati and Hellwig seek to engage the broader public in 
the debate by cutting through the jargon of banking, clearing 
the fog of confusion, and presenting the issues in simple and 
accessible terms. The Bankers’ New Clothes calls for ambitious 
reform and outlines specific and highly beneficial steps that 
can be taken immediately.

Anat Admati is the george g. c. parker professor of Finance 
and economics at stanford’s graduate school of Business. she 
serves on the Fdic systemic resolution Advisory committee 
and has contributed to the Financial Times, Bloomberg News, 
and the New York Times. Martin Hellwig is director at the Max 
planck institute for research on collective goods. He was the 
first chair of the Advisory scientific committee of the european 
systemic risk Board and the cowinner of the 2012 Max planck 
research Award for his work on financial regulation.

WHY OUR BANKING SYSTEM IS BROKEN— 
AND THE REFORMS NEEDED TO FIX IT

MARCH
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THE STORY OF MODERNITY TOLD THROUGH 
A cULTURAL HISTORY OF 

TWENTIETH-cENTURY PRAGUE

“This is a fascinating and brilliantly 
written narrative that combines ele-
ments of literary guide, biography, 
cultural history, and essay. Writing with 
warm engagement, and drawing on his 
detailed knowledge of Czech literature, 
art, architecture, music, and other 
fields, Derek Sayer provides a rich pic-
ture of a dynamic cultural landscape.”
—Jindřich Toman, University of 
Michigan
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656 pages. 54 halftones. 8 line illus. 6 x 9.

HISTORY z ART & ARCHITECTURE

Prague, Capital of the 
Twentieth Century

A surrealist History

Derek Sayer

setting out to recover the roots of modernity in the bou-
levards, interiors, and arcades of the “city of light,” Walter 
Benjamin dubbed paris “the capital of the nineteenth century.” 
in this eagerly anticipated sequel to his acclaimed Coasts of 
Bohemia: A Czech History, derek sayer argues that prague 
could well be seen as the capital of the much darker twentieth 
century. ranging across twentieth-century prague’s astonish-
ingly vibrant and always surprising human landscape, this 
richly illustrated cultural history describes how the city has 
experienced (and suffered) more ways of being modern than 
perhaps any other metropolis.

located at the crossroads of struggles between demo-
cratic, communist, and fascist visions of the modern world, 
twentieth-century prague witnessed revolutions and invasions, 
national liberation and ethnic cleansing, the Holocaust, show 
trials, and snuffed-out dreams of “socialism with a human 
face.” yet between the wars, when prague was the capital of 
europe’s most easterly parliamentary democracy, it was also a 
hotbed of artistic and architectural modernism, and a center of 
surrealism second only to paris.

Focusing on these years, sayer explores prague’s spec-
tacular modern buildings, monuments, paintings, books, 
films, operas, exhibitions, and much more. A place where the 
utopian fantasies of the century repeatedly unraveled, prague 
was tailor-made for surrealist André Breton’s “black humor,” 
and sayer discusses the way the city produced unrivaled 
connoisseurs of grim comedy, from Franz Kafka and Jaroslav 
Hašek to Milan Kundera and Václav Havel. 

A masterful and unforgettable account of a city where an 
idling flaneur could just as easily be a secret policeman, this 
book vividly shows why prague can teach us so much about 
the twentieth century and what made us who we are.

Derek Sayer is professor of cultural History at lancaster uni-
versity and a former canada research chair at the university 
of Alberta. His previous books include The Coasts of Bohemia: 
A Czech History (princeton) and Capitalism and Modernity. He 
is a fellow of the royal society of canada.
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POLITICS z CLASSICS

How to Run a Country
An Ancient guide for Modern leaders

Marcus Tullius Cicero
selected, translated, and with an introduction 

by philip Freeman

Marcus cicero, rome’s greatest statesman and orator, was 
elected to the roman republic’s highest office at a time when 
the very existence of his beloved country was threatened by 
power-hungry politicians, dire economic troubles, foreign 
turmoil, and political parties that refused to work together. 
sound familiar? cicero’s letters, speeches, and other writings 
are filled with timeless wisdom and practical insight about 
how to solve these and other problems of leadership and poli-
tics. How to Run a Country collects the best of these writings 
to provide an entertaining, common sense guide for modern 
leaders and citizens. this brief book, a sequel to How to Win 
an Election, gathers cicero’s most perceptive thoughts on top-
ics such as leadership, corruption, the balance of power, taxes, 
war, immigration, and the importance of compromise. these 
writings have influenced great leaders—including America’s 
Founding Fathers—for two thousand years, and they are just 
as instructive today as when they were first written. 

organized by topic and featuring lively new translations, 
the book also includes an introduction, headnotes, a glossary, 
and suggestions for further reading. the result is an enlight-
ening introduction to some of the most enduring political 
wisdom of all time.

Philip Freeman is the author of many books, including Oh 
My Gods: A Modern Retelling of Greek and Roman Myths, 
Alexander the Great, and Julius Caesar (all simon & schuster). 
He received his phd from Harvard university and holds the 
Qualley chair of classical languages at luther college in 
decorah, iowa.

Praise for Philip Freeman’s How to Win 
an Election:

“I just hope my opponent in the next 
campaign doesn’t get a copy.”
—James carville, Foreign Affairs

“Fresh, lively, and sharp, this primer pro-
vides timeless counsel and a great read 
for the modern political practitioner.”
—Karl Rove, former deputy chief of 
staff and senior advisor to President 
George W. Bush

TIMELESS POLITIcAL WISDOM FROM 
ANcIENT HISTORY’S GREATEST STATESMAN



 8  Trade   

press.princeton.edu

WHY THE RIcH ARE GETTING SMARTER 
WHILE THE POOR ARE BEING LEFT BEHIND
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“Human Capitalism is a compelling 
and important account of how and 
why people are being left behind in an 
increasingly complex economy. This is 
a ‘big think’ book that is both deeper 
and broader than the usual polemical 
arguments about inequality. Regardless 
of which side of the political divide you 
sit on, Lindsey will likely stimulate and 
infuriate you in equal measure.”
—Tyler cowen, author of The Great 
Stagnation

Human Capitalism
How economic growth Has Made us smarter— 

and More unequal

Brink Lindsey

What explains the growing class divide between the well 
educated and everybody else? noted author Brink lindsey, a 
senior fellow at the cato institute, argues that it’s because eco-
nomic expansion is creating an increasingly complex world in 
which only a minority with the right knowledge and skills—the 
right “human capital”—reap the majority of the economic re-
wards. the complexity of today’s economy is not only making 
these lucky elites richer—it is also making them smarter. As 
the economy makes ever-greater demands on their minds, the 
successful are making ever-greater investments in education 
and other ways of increasing their human capital, expanding 
their cognitive skills and leading them to still higher levels of 
success. But unfortunately, even as the rich are securely riding 
this virtuous cycle, the poor are trapped in a vicious one, as a 
lack of human capital leads to family breakdown, unemploy-
ment, dysfunction, and further erosion of knowledge and 
skills. in this brief, clear, and forthright book, lindsey shows 
how economic growth is creating unprecedented levels of 
human capital—and suggests how the huge benefits of this 
development can be spread beyond those who are already 
enjoying its rewards.

Brink Lindsey is a senior fellow at the cato institute and the 
ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. He is the author of The 
Age of Abundance: How Prosperity Transformed America’s 
Politics and Culture (collins) and Against the Dead Hand: The 
Uncertain Struggle for Global Capitalism (Wiley).

“Rising income inequality is an issue society can 
no longer afford to ignore. This book deepens our 
understanding of the forces behind the problem and 
is bound to stimulate useful discussion of it.”
—Robert H. Frank, author of The Darwin Economy
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A NEW WAY TO UNDERSTAND FINANcIAL cRISES—
AND A BLUEPRINT FOR TOMORROW’S REcOVERY

“In this thoughtful and cogently argued 
book, Temin and Vines enlist the history 
of the Great Depression to provide a 
powerful set of dos and don’ts for the 
current financial crisis. The interesting 
question they pose is why today’s policy-
makers, to a remarkable and alarming 
extent, have embraced the don’ts.”
—Barry Eichengreen, author of Exor-
bitant Privilege: The Rise and Fall of the 
Dollar and the Future of the International 
Monetary System

The Leaderless Economy
Why the World economic system 

Fell Apart and How to Fix it

Peter Temin & David Vines

The Leaderless Economy reveals why international financial 
cooperation is the only solution to today’s global economic 
crisis. in this timely and important book, peter temin and 
david Vines argue that our current predicament is a catastro-
phe rivaled only by the great depression. taking an in-depth 
look at the history of both, they explain what went wrong and 
why, and demonstrate why international leadership is needed 
to restore prosperity and prevent future crises.

temin and Vines argue that the financial collapse of the 
1930s was an “end-of-regime crisis” in which the economic 
leader of the nineteenth century, great Britain, found itself 
unable to stem international panic as countries abandoned the 
gold standard. they trace how John Maynard Keynes struggled 
for years to identify the causes of the great depression, and 
draw valuable lessons from his intellectual journey. today we 
are in the midst of a similar crisis, one in which the regime 
that led the world economy in the twentieth century—that 
of the united states—is ending. temin and Vines show how 
America emerged from World War ii as an economic and 
military powerhouse, but how deregulation and a lax attitude 
toward international monetary flows left the nation incapable 
of reining in an overleveraged financial sector and powerless 
to contain the 2008 financial panic. Fixed exchange rates in 
europe and Asia have exacerbated the problem.

The Leaderless Economy provides a blueprint for how 
renewed international leadership can bring today’s industrial 
nations back into financial balance—domestically and between 
each other.

Peter Temin is the elisha gray ii professor emeritus of 
economics at the Massachusetts institute of technology. 
His books include Prometheus Shackled, The Roman Market 
Economy (princeton), and The World Economy between the 
World Wars. David Vines is professor of economics and a Fel-
low of Balliol college, university of oxford. His books include 
The IMF and Its Critics and The Asian Financial Crisis.
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“This timely book examines the im-
pact of presidential leadership on the 
emergence and endurance of Ameri-
can global primacy. Nye is judicious, 
makes a plausible argument about 
each president he considers, and cuts 
through confusion and partisanship in 
his typically lucid and succinct way. I 
am unaware of any other book that does 
precisely what this one does.”
—John M. Owen IV, author of The 
Clash of Ideas in World Politics

HOW PRESIDENTS FORGED 
THE AMERIcAN cENTURY

JUNE

Cloth  $27.95T
978-0-691-15836-5
168 pages. 6 x 9.

POLITICS z INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Presidential Leadership 
and the Creation 

of the American Era

Joseph S. Nye

this book examines the foreign policy decisions of the presi-
dents who presided over the most critical phases of America’s 
rise to world primacy in the twentieth century, and assesses 
the effectiveness and ethics of their choices. Joseph nye, who 
was ranked as one of Foreign Policy magazine’s 100 top global 
thinkers, reveals how some presidents tried with varying suc-
cess to forge a new international order while others sought 
to manage America’s existing position. taking readers from 
theodore roosevelt’s bid to insert America into the global 
balance of power to george H. W. Bush’s gulf War in the early 
1990s, nye compares how roosevelt, William Howard taft, 
and Woodrow Wilson responded to America’s growing power 
and failed in their attempts to create a new order. He looks at 
Franklin d. roosevelt’s efforts to escape isolationism before 
World War ii, and at Harry truman’s successful transforma-
tion of roosevelt’s grand strategy into a permanent overseas 
presence of American troops at the dawn of the cold War. He 
describes dwight eisenhower’s crucial role in consolidating 
containment, and compares the roles of ronald reagan and 
Bush in ending the cold War and establishing the unipolar 
world in which American power reached its zenith.

the book shows how transformational presidents like 
Wilson and reagan changed how America sees the world, but 
argues that transactional presidents like eisenhower and the 
elder Bush were sometimes more effective and ethical. it also 
draws important lessons for today’s uncertain world, in which 
presidential decision making is more critical than ever.

Joseph S. Nye is university distinguished service profes-
sor and former dean of the Kennedy school of government 
at Harvard university. His books include Soft Power, The 
Powers to Lead, and The Future of Power. He is a fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts and sciences and a member of the 
American Academy of diplomacy.
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“This extremely interesting book 
subtly argues that political bubbles are 
an important dimension of financial 
bubbles. Financial bubbles are caused 
by exuberant expectations and greed, 
but political bubbles are about how in-
stitutions channel ideology and interest 
into outcomes. The authors make clear 
how polarization produces gridlock 
and leads reformers to prefer regula-
tion over legislation—with attendant 
problems.”
—James Alt, Harvard University

HOW GOVERNMENTAL FAILURE LED 
TO THE 2008 FINANcIAL cRISIS— 
AND HOW TO AVOID ANOTHER

JUNE

Cloth  $29.95T
978-0-691-14501-3

296 pages. 3 halftones. 
26 line illus. 11 tables. 6 x 9.
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Political Bubbles
Financial crises and the Failure of American democracy

Nolan McCarty, Keith T. Poole 
& Howard Rosenthal 

Behind every financial crisis lurks a “political bubble”—policy 
biases that foster market behaviors leading to financial 
instability. rather than tilting against risky behavior, politi-
cal bubbles—arising from a potent combination of beliefs, 
institutions, and interests—aid, abet, and amplify risk. dem-
onstrating how political bubbles helped create the real estate–
generated financial bubble and the 2008 financial crisis, 
this book argues that similar government oversights in the 
aftermath of the crisis undermined Washington’s response to 
the “popped” financial bubble, and shows how such patterns 
have occurred repeatedly throughout us history.

the authors show that just as financial bubbles are an 
unfortunate mix of mistaken beliefs, market imperfections, 
and greed, political bubbles are the product of rigid ideolo-
gies, unresponsive and ineffective government institutions, 
and special interests. Financial market innovations—including 
adjustable-rate mortgages, mortgage-backed securities, and 
credit default swaps—become subject to legislated leniency 
and regulatory failure, increasing hazardous practices. the 
authors shed important light on the politics that blinds regula-
tors to the economic weaknesses that create the conditions for 
economic bubbles and recommend simple, focused rules that 
should help avoid such crises in the future.

the first full accounting of how politics produces financial 
ruptures, Political Bubbles offers timely lessons that all sectors 
would do well to heed.

Nolan McCarty is the susan dod Brown professor of politics 
and public Affairs and chair of the department of politics at 
princeton university. Keith T. Poole is the philip H. Alston Jr. 
distinguished professor in the department of political science 
at the university of georgia. Howard Rosenthal is professor of 
politics at new york university and the roger Williams straus 
professor of social sciences, emeritus, at princeton university.
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“This is an exceptional book. Hirschman’s 
intellectual and political journey is 
described with sharpness and perspicac-
ity. Family life, cultural encounters, and 
the imprints of a lifetime highlight the 
importance and significance of one of the 
most creative intellectuals of the twentieth 
century, who had a profound influence on 
so many people around the world, includ-
ing myself.”
—Fernando Henrique cardoso, former 
president of Brazil

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ONE OF 
THE MOST PROVOcATIVE THINKERS 

OF THE TWENTIETH cENTURY

MAY

Cloth  $39.95T
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768 pages. 39 halftones. 6 x 9.
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Worldly Philosopher
the odyssey of Albert o. Hirschman

Jeremy Adelman

Worldly Philosopher chronicles the times and writings of 
Albert o. Hirschman, one of the twentieth century’s most 
original and provocative thinkers. in this gripping biography, 
Jeremy Adelman tells the story of a man shaped by modern 
horrors and hopes, a worldly intellectual who fought for and 
wrote in defense of the values of tolerance and change.

Born in Berlin in 1915, Hirschman grew up amid the 
promise and turmoil of the Weimar era, but fled germany 
when the nazis seized power in 1933. Amid hardship and 
personal tragedy, he volunteered to fight against the fascists 
in spain and helped many of europe’s leading artists and 
intellectuals escape to America after France fell to Hitler. His 
intellectual career led him to paris, london, and trieste, and 
to academic appointments at columbia, Harvard, and the in-
stitute for Advanced study in princeton. He was an influential 
adviser to governments in the united states, latin America, 
and europe, as well as major foundations and the World Bank. 
Along the way, he wrote some of the most innovative and 
important books in economics, the social sciences, and the 
history of ideas. throughout, he remained committed to his 
belief that reform is possible, even in the darkest of times.

this is the first major account of Hirschman’s remark-
able life, and a tale of the twentieth century as seen through 
the story of an astute and passionate observer. Adelman’s 
riveting narrative traces how Hirschman’s personal experi-
ences shaped his unique intellectual perspective, and how his 
enduring legacy is one of hope, open-mindedness, and practi-
cal idealism.

Jeremy Adelman is the Walter samuel carpenter iii professor 
of spanish civilization and culture and director of the council 
for international teaching and research at princeton univer-
sity. His books include Worlds Together, Worlds Apart: A His-
tory of the World and Sovereignty and Revolution in the Iberian 
Atlantic (princeton).
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“This is a brilliant book, one that 
absolutely must be read by all who are 
concerned with globalization’s future. 
Michael Pettis debunks the reigning 
conventional wisdom about interna-
tional trade, finance, and globaliza-
tion, and provides the most clear-eyed, 
unbiased, and unvarnished insights 
into how the Chinese economy works. 
From Chinese savers to Greek debtors 
to American bankers, Pettis shows 
how we are all connected—and what to 
prepare for on the road ahead.”
—clyde Prestowitz, author of The 
Betrayal of American Prosperity

HOW TRADE IMBALANcES SPURRED ON 
THE GLOBAL FINANcIAL cRISIS AND 

WHY WE AREN’T OUT OF TROUBLE YET

FEBRUARY

Cloth  $29.95T
978-0-691-15868-6

216 pages. 6 x 9.

CURRENT AFFAIRS z 
POPULAR ECONOMICS

The Great Rebalancing
trade, conflict, and the perilous road Ahead 

for the World economy

Michael Pettis

china’s economic growth is sputtering, the euro is under 
threat, and the united states is combating serious trade 
disadvantages. Another great depression? not quite. noted 
economist and china expert Michael pettis argues instead that 
we are undergoing a critical rebalancing of the world econo-
mies. debunking popular misconceptions, pettis shows that 
severe trade imbalances spurred on the recent financial crisis 
and were the result of unfortunate policies that distorted the 
savings and consumption patterns of certain nations. pettis 
examines the reasons behind these destabilizing policies, and 
he predicts severe economic dislocations—a lost decade for 
china, the breaking of the euro, and a receding of the u.s. dol-
lar—that will have long-lasting effects.

pettis explains how china has maintained massive—but 
unsustainable—investment growth by artificially lowering the 
cost of capital. He discusses how germany is endangering 
the euro by favoring its own development at the expense of 
its neighbors. And he looks at how the u.s. dollar’s role as the 
world’s reserve currency burdens America’s economy. Although 
various imbalances may seem unrelated, pettis shows that all 
of them—including the u.s. consumption binge, surging debt 
in europe, china’s investment orgy, Japan’s long stagnation, 
and the commodity boom in latin America—are closely tied 
together, and that it will be impossible to resolve any issue 
without forcing a resolution for all. 

demonstrating how economic policies can carry negative 
repercussions the world over, The Great Rebalancing sheds 
urgent light on our globally linked economic future.  

Michael Pettis is professor of finance and economics at peking 
university, a senior associate at the carnegie endowment, and 
a widely read commentator on china, europe, and the global 
economy. He is the author of The Volatility Machine: Emerging 
Economies and the Threat of Financial Collapse.    
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“You will love this book. It’s completely 
accessible and captures the thrill, 
potential, and heartbreak of an edgy 
mathematical problem in terms that 
nonmathematicians will appreciate. 
After reading The Golden Ticket, I sort 
of hope P isn’t NP after all.”
—Vint cerf, Google Vice President and 
chief Internet Evangelist and one of the 
“Fathers of the Internet”

THE cOMPUTER ScIENcE PROBLEM 
WHOSE SOLUTION cOULD TRANSFORM 

LIFE AS WE KNOW IT

ApRil
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The Golden Ticket
p, np, and the search for the impossible

Lance Fortnow

the p-np problem is the most important open problem in 
computer science, if not all of mathematics. The Golden 
Ticket provides a nontechnical introduction to p-np, its rich 
history, and its algorithmic implications for everything we do 
with computers and beyond. in this informative and entertain-
ing book, lance Fortnow traces how the problem arose during 
the cold War on both sides of the iron curtain, and gives ex-
amples of the problem from a variety of disciplines, including 
economics, physics, and biology. He explores problems that 
capture the full difficulty of the p-np dilemma, from discover-
ing the shortest route through all the rides at disney World to 
finding large groups of friends on Facebook. But difficulty also 
has its advantages. Hard problems allow us to safely conduct 
electronic commerce and maintain privacy in our online lives.

The Golden Ticket explores what we truly can and cannot 
achieve computationally, describing the benefits and unex-
pected challenges of the p-np problem.

Lance Fortnow is professor and chair of the school of 
computer science at the georgia institute of technology. He 
founded and coauthors the computational complexity blog.
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“The Milky Way takes readers on a non-
technical journey through our Galaxy, 
and strikes a nice balance between the 
personal, the poetic, and the educa-
tional—it also moves at a good pace. 
Waller communicates the true wonder 
of nature, but he is also quite thorough 
and deep in his coverage of the latest 
science.”
—Mark Whittle, University of Virginia

A GRAND TOUR OF OUR DYNAMIc HOME GALAXY

MAY
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The Milky Way
An insider’s guide

William H. Waller

this book offers an intimate guide to the Milky Way, taking 
readers on a grand tour of our home galaxy’s structure, gen-
esis, and evolution, based on the latest astronomical findings. 
in engaging language, it tells how the Milky Way congealed 
from blobs of gas and dark matter into a spinning starry abode 
brimming with diverse planetary systems—some of which may 
be hosting myriad life forms and perhaps even other techno-
logically communicative species.

William Waller vividly describes the Milky Way as it 
appears in the night sky, acquainting readers with its key 
components and telling the history of our changing galactic 
perceptions. the ancients believed the Milky Way was a home 
for the gods. today we know it is but one galaxy among bil-
lions of others in the observable universe. Within the Milky 
Way, ground-based and space-borne telescopes have revealed 
that our solar system is not alone. Hundreds of other plan-
etary systems share our tiny part of the vast galaxy. We reside 
within a galactic ecosystem that is driven by the theatrics of 
the most massive stars as they blaze through their brilliant 
lives and dramatic deaths. similarly effervescent ecosystems 
of hot young stars and fluorescing nebulae delineate the grace-
ful spiral arms in our galaxy’s swirling disk. Beyond the disk, 
the spheroidal halo hosts the ponderous—and still mysteri-
ous—dark matter that outweighs everything else. Another 
dark mystery lurks deep in the heart of the Milky Way, where 
a supermassive black hole has produced bizarre phenomena 
seen at multiple wavelengths.

Waller makes the case that our very existence is inextrica-
bly linked to the galaxy that spawned us. through this book, 
readers can become well-informed galactic “insiders”—ready 
to imagine humanity’s next steps as fully engaged citizens of 
the Milky Way.

William H. Waller is an astronomer, science educator, and 
writer. He lives with his family in rockport, Massachusetts, 
where he can still see the Milky Way on dark moonless nights.
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“No one knows bubbliness better than 
Gérard Liger-Belair, and this new edition 
of his delightful Uncorked brings fresh 
insights—and beautiful photographs—
to illuminate its sparkling subject.”
—Harold McGee, author of On Food 
and Cooking: The Science and Lore of 
the Kitchen

Praise for the previous edition:

“[This] jewel-of-a-book makes the perfect 
companion gift to a bottle of bubbly. . . . 
Written by a passionate, wine-loving 
physicist with just the proper level of 
jargon for non-scientists, the birth, rise 
and bursting of a Champagne bubble is 
scrutinized, rhapsodized, diagrammed, 
photographed and, finally, demystified.”
—claudia conlon, Wine News

THE SPEcTAcULAR ScIENcE BEHIND 
cHAMPAGNE’S EFFERVEScENcE

JUNE

Cloth  $24.95T
978-0-691-15872-3

184 pages. 32 halftones. 
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Winner of the 2005 Best Book in the World on French Wine, 
gourmand World cookbook Awards 

Winner of the 2004 Award for Best professional/scholarly 
Book in physics and Astronomy, 

Association of American publishers

Uncorked
the science of champagne     

Revised Edition

Gérard Liger-Belair
With a new afterword by the author

Uncorked quenches our curiosity about the inner workings 
of one of the world’s most prized beverages. esteemed for 
its freshness, vitality, and sensuality, champagne is a wine 
of great complexity. Mysteries aplenty gush forth with the 
popping of that cork. Just what is that fizz? can you judge 
champagne quality by how big the bubbles are, how long 
they last, or how they behave before they fade? And why 

does serving champagne in a long-stemmed flute prolong 
its chill and effervescence? through lively prose and a wealth 
of state-of-the-art photos, this revised edition of Uncorked 
unlocks the door to what champagne is all about. 

providing an unprecedented close-up view of the beauty 
in the bubbles, gérard liger-Belair presents images that 
look surprisingly like lovely flowers, geometric patterns, even 
galaxies as the bubbles rise through the glass and burst forth 
on the surface. He illustrates how bubbles form not on the 
glass itself but are “born” out of debris stuck on the glass wall, 
how they rise, and how they pop. offering a colorful history of 
champagne, liger-Belair tells us how it is made and he asks if 
global warming could spell champagne’s demise. in a brand-
new afterword, he updates the reader on new developments in 
the world of bubble science and delves even more deeply into 
the processes that give champagne its unique and beautiful 
character.

Bubbly may tickle the nose, but Uncorked tackles what the 
nose and the naked eye cannot—the spectacular science that 
gives champagne its charm and champagne drinkers immea-
surable pleasure.

Gérard Liger-Belair is a physics professor at the university of 
reims, located in the champagne region of France.

Winner of the 2005 Best Book in the World on French Wine, 
gourmand World cookbook Awards

Winner of the 2004 Award for Best professional/scholarly 
Book in physics and Astronomy, 

Association of American publishers
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“Odd couples indeed! Fairbairn takes us 
on a journey through oceans, grass-
lands, beaches, and backyards, plung-
ing us into the worlds of nature’s most 
weird and wonderful creatures, all to 
answer one question: why are males 
and females different? By tackling 
extremes—such as male octopuses forty 
thousand times lighter than their mates, 
and parasitic male seadevils who fuse 
themselves to the bellies of females—
she deftly illustrates how a common 
set of concepts can connect them all. A 
thoroughly enjoyable read.”
—Doug Emlen, coauthor of Evolution

THE REMARKABLE AND UNIQUE WAYS THAT 
MALE AND FEMALE ANIMALS PLAY OUT 

GENDER ROLES IN NATURE

MAY

Cloth  $27.95T
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Odd Couples
extraordinary differences between 
the sexes in the Animal Kingdom

Daphne J. Fairbairn

While we joke that men are from Mars and women are from 
Venus, our gender differences can’t compare to those of other 
animals. For instance: the male garden spider spontaneously 
dies after mating with a female more than fifty times his size. 
Female cichlids must guard their eggs and larvae—even from 
the hungry appetites of their own partners. And male blanket 
octopuses employ a copulatory arm longer than their own 
bodies to mate with females that outweigh them by four or-
ders of magnitude. Why do these gender gulfs exist? introduc-
ing readers to important discoveries in animal behavior and 
evolution, Odd Couples explores some of the most extraordi-
nary sexual differences in the animal world. From the fields of 
spain to the deep oceans, evolutionary biologist daphne Fair-
bairn uncovers the unique and bizarre characteristics—in size, 
behavior, ecology, and life history—that exist in these remark-
able species and the special strategies they use to maximize 
reproductive success. 

Fairbairn describes how male great bustards aggres-
sively compete to display their gorgeous plumage and large 
physiques to watching, choosey females. she investigates why 
female elephant seals voluntarily live in harems where they are 
harassed constantly by eager males. And she reveals why dwarf 
male giant seadevils parasitically fuse to their giant female part-
ners for life. Fairbairn also considers humans and explains that 
although we are keenly aware of our own sexual differences, 
they are unexceptional within the vast animal world.

looking at some of the most amazing creatures on the 
planet, Odd Couples sheds astonishing light on what it means 
to be male or female in the animal kingdom.

Daphne J. Fairbairn is professor of biology at the university 
of california, riverside. she has written widely on the science 
of sexual differences and is the coeditor of Sex, Size, and 
Gender Roles.
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“Most biographies of Tesla lack techni-
cal background and are uncritical and 
adulatory in their approach. Carlson’s 
perspective as a historian—particularly 
a historian of technology—is indispens-
able for understanding Tesla’s place in 
the rapidly changing American society 
of the late nineteenth and early twenti-
eth centuries. His style is engaging and 
accessible, and the book will clearly be 
of value to the historical community.”
—Bernard S. Finn, curator emeritus, 
Smithsonian Institution

THE DEFINITIVE AccOUNT OF 
TESLA’S LIFE AND WORK

MAY
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978-0-691-05776-7

520 pages. 56 halftones. 32 line illus. 6 x 9.

POPULAR SCIENCE z BIOGRAPHY

Tesla
inventor of the electrical Age

W. Bernard Carlson

nikola tesla was a major contributor to the electrical revolu-
tion that transformed daily life at the turn of the twentieth 
century. His inventions, patents, and theoretical work formed 
the basis of modern Ac electricity, and contributed to the de-
velopment of radio and television. like his competitor thomas 
edison, tesla was one of America’s first celebrity scientists, 
enjoying the company of new york high society and dazzling 
the likes of Mark twain with his electrical demonstrations. 
An astute self-promoter and gifted showman, he cultivated a 
public image of the eccentric genius. even at the end of his life 
when he was living in poverty, tesla still attracted reporters to 
his annual birthday interview, regaling them with claims that 
he had invented a particle-beam weapon capable of bringing 
down enemy aircraft.

plenty of biographies glamorize tesla and his eccentrici-
ties, but until now none has carefully examined what, how, 
and why he invented. in this groundbreaking book, W. Bernard 
carlson demystifies the legendary inventor, placing him within 
the cultural and technological context of his time, and focus-
ing on his inventions themselves as well as the creation and 
maintenance of his celebrity. drawing on original documents 
from tesla’s private and public life, carlson shows how he was 
an “idealist” inventor who sought the perfect experimental 
realization of a great idea or principle, and who skillfully sold 
his inventions to the public through mythmaking and illusion.

this major biography sheds new light on tesla’s visionary 
approach to invention and the business strategies behind his 
most important technological breakthroughs.

W. Bernard Carlson is professor of science, technology, and 
society in the school of engineering and Applied science and 
professor of history at the university of Virginia. His books 
include Technology in World History and Innovation as a 
Social Process: Elihu Thomson and the Rise of General Electric, 
1870–1900.
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“An essential examination of Jewish hu-
mor. Ruth Wisse ably traces the subject 
through high literature and low culture, 
from Heine to Borat, offering new and 
glimmering insights in each case. She 
takes on the difficult questions, not least 
the one of utility: has humor helped the 
Jews, and does it help them still? No 
Joke is vastly erudite, deeply informa-
tive, and delightfully written—plus it’s 
got plenty of good jokes. What more 
could one ask for?”
—Jeremy Dauber, columbia University

WHY THE GENIUS OF JEWISH HUMOR 
RUNS RISKS AS WELL AS REWARDS

MAY
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No Joke
Making Jewish Humor

Ruth R. Wisse

Humor is the most celebrated of all Jewish responses to 
modernity. in this book, ruth Wisse evokes and applauds the 
genius of spontaneous Jewish joking—as well as the brilliance 
of comic masterworks by writers like Heinrich Heine, sholem 
Aleichem, isaac Babel, s. y. Agnon, isaac Bashevis singer, and 
philip roth. At the same time, Wisse draws attention to the 
precarious conditions that call Jewish humor into being—and 
the price it may exact from its practitioners and audience. 

Wisse broadly traces modern Jewish humor around the 
world, teasing out its implications as she explores memorable 
and telling examples from german, yiddish, english, russian, 
and Hebrew. Among other topics, the book looks at how Jew-
ish humor channeled Jewish learning and wordsmanship into 
new avenues of creativity, brought relief to liberal non-Jews 
in repressive societies, and enriched popular culture in the 
united states.

even as it invites readers to consider the pleasures and 
profits of Jewish humor, the book asks difficult but fascinating 
questions: can the excess and extreme self-ridicule of Jewish 
humor go too far and backfire in the process? And is “leave 
’em laughing” the wisest motto for a people that others have 
intended to sweep off the stage of history?

Ruth R. Wisse is the Martin peretz professor of yiddish 
literature and professor of comparative literature at Harvard 
university. she is the author of The Modern Jewish Canon: A 
Journey through Language and Culture, which won a national 
Jewish Book Award. Her other books include Jews and Power 
(schocken) and The Schlemiel as Modern Hero.

liBrAry oF JeWisH ideAs
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“Reiner Stach has recounted Kafka’s 
life more vividly than any other biogra-
pher. . . . No one has written about Kafka 
as suggestively and insightfully, and in 
such a beautiful and clear language.”
—Ulrich Greiner, Die Zeit

“A masterpiece of the art of interpreta-
tion and of empathy.”
—Der Tagesspiegel

TELLING THE STORY OF KAFKA’S FINAL YEARS 
AS NEVER BEFORE—THE NEWEST VOLUME IN 

THE AccLAIMED, DEFINITIVE BIOGRAPHY

JUlY
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Kafka
the years of insight

Reiner Stach
translated by shelley Frisch

this volume of reiner stach’s acclaimed and definitive 
biography of Franz Kafka tells the story of the final years of 
the writer’s life, from 1916 to 1924—a period during which 
the world Kafka had known came to an end. stach’s riveting 
narrative, which reflects the latest findings about Kafka’s life 
and works, draws readers in with a nearly cinematic power, 
zooming in for extreme close-ups of Kafka’s personal life, then 
pulling back for panoramic shots of a wider world scarred by 
World War i, disease, and inflation.

in these years, Kafka was spared military service at the 
front, yet his work as a civil servant brought him into chilling 
proximity with its grim realities. He was witness to unspeak-
able misery, lost the financial security he had been counting 
on to lead the life of a writer, and remained captive for years in 
his hometown of prague. the outbreak of tuberculosis and the 
collapse of the Austro-Hungarian empire constituted a double 
shock for Kafka, and made him agonizingly aware of his 
increasing rootlessness. He began to pose broader existential 
questions, and his writing grew terser and more reflective, 
from the parable-like Country Doctor stories and A Hunger 
Artist to The Castle. 

A door seemed to open in the form of a passionate 
relationship with the czech journalist Milena Jesenská. But 
the romance was unfulfilled and Kafka, an incurably ill german 
Jew with a czech passport, continued to suffer. However, his 
predicament only sharpened his perceptiveness, and the final 
period of his life became the years of insight.

Reiner Stach worked extensively on the definitive edition of 
Kafka’s collected works before embarking on this three-volume 
biography. the second volume, Kafka: The Decisive Years, is 
also available (see page 69). the first volume, covering Kafka’s 
childhood and youth, is forthcoming. Shelley Frisch’s transla-
tion of the second volume was awarded the Modern language 
Association’s Aldo and Jeanne scaglione prize. she has trans-
lated many other books from german, including biographies 
of nietzsche and einstein, and she holds a phd in german 
literature from princeton university.
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“I cannot imagine a work on Machia-
velli that would benefit readers more 
than this extremely valuable book. 
Vivanti, who was one of the most 
eminent Machiavelli scholars, provides 
a fine introduction to Machiavelli’s life 
and thought, writing with a clarity and 
precision that only a lifetime of study 
made possible.”
—Maurizio Viroli, author of Niccolò’s 
Smile: A Biography of Machiavelli

A cOLORFUL, cOMPREHENSIVE, AND 
AUTHORITATIVE AccOUNT OF 

MAcHIAVELLI’S LIFE AND THOUGHT

JUNE

Cloth  $27.95T
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Niccolò Machiavelli
An intellectual Biography

Corrado Vivanti
translated by simon MacMichael

this is a colorful, comprehensive, and authoritative introduc-
tion to the life and work of the author of The Prince—Florentine 
statesman, writer, and political philosopher niccolò Machiavelli 
(1469–1527). corrado Vivanti, who was one of the world’s lead-
ing Machiavelli scholars, provides an unparalleled intellectual 
biography that demonstrates the close connections between 
Machiavelli’s thought and his changing fortunes during the 
tumultuous Florentine republic and his subsequent exile. 
Vivanti’s concise account covers not only Machiavelli’s most 
famous works—The Prince, The Discourses, The Florentine 
Histories, and The Art of War—but also his letters, poetry, and 
comic dramas. While setting Machiavelli’s life against a dra-
matic backdrop of war, crisis, and diplomatic intrigue, the book 
also paints a vivid human portrait of the man.

Vivanti’s narrative breaks Machiavelli’s life into three 
parts: his career in a variety of government and diplomatic 
posts in the Florentine republic between 1494 and 1512, when 
the Medici returned from exile, seized power, and removed 
Machiavelli from office; the pivotal first part of his subsequent 
exile, when he formulated his most influential ideas and 
wrote The Prince; and the final decade of his life, when, having 
returned to Florence, he wrote The Art of War, The Florentine 
Histories, the satirical play The Mandrake, and other works. 
Along the way, the biography presents unmatched accounts of 
many intensely debated topics, including the precise nature of 
Machiavelli’s cultural and intellectual background, his repub-
licanism, his political and personal relationship to the Medici, 
and his ideas about religion.

Corrado Vivanti (1928–2012) was an emeritus professor of 
history, having taught at the universities of rome, turin, and 
perugia. He was the editor of the standard edition of the com-
plete works of Machiavelli.
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THE FIRST cOLLEcTION OF LETTERS 
IN ENGLISH BY ONE OF THE GREAT WRITERS 

OF THE TWENTIETH cENTURY

“Calvino liked to present an inscru-
table face to the world, but this literally 
marvelous collection of letters shows 
him to have been gregarious, puckish, 
funny, combative, and, above all, won-
derful company, and opens a new and 
fascinating perspective on one of the 
master writers of the twentieth century. 
Michael Wood and Martin McLaughlin 
have done Calvino, and us, a great and 
loving service.”
—John Banville, author of Ancient Light

MAY
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Italo Calvino
letters, 1941–1985

selected and with an introduction by Michael Wood 
and translated by Martin Mclaughlin

this is the first collection in english of the extraordinary let-
ters of one of the great writers of the twentieth century. italy’s 
most important postwar novelist, italo calvino (1923–1985) 
achieved worldwide fame with such books as Cosmicomics, 
Invisible Cities, and If on a winter’s night a traveler. But he was 
also an influential literary critic, an important literary editor, 
and a masterful letter-writer whose correspondents included 
umberto eco, primo levi, gore Vidal, leonardo sciascia, 
natalia ginzburg, Michelangelo Antonioni, pier paolo pasolini, 
and luciano Berio. this book includes a generous selection of 
about 650 letters, written between World War ii and the end 
of calvino’s life. selected and introduced by Michael Wood, 
the letters are expertly rendered into english and annotated by 
well-known calvino translator Martin Mclaughlin.

the letters are filled with insights about calvino’s writ-
ing and that of others; about italian, American, english, and 
French literature; about literary criticism and literature in gen-
eral; and about culture and politics. the book also provides a 
kind of autobiography, documenting calvino’s communism 
and his resignation from the party in 1957, his eye-opening trip 
to the united states in 1959–60, his move to paris (where he 
lived from 1967 to 1980), and his trip to his birthplace in cuba 
(where he met che guevara). some lengthy letters amount 
almost to critical essays, while one is an appropriately brief 
defense of brevity, and there is an even shorter, reassuring 
note to his parents written on a scrap of paper while he and 
his brother were in hiding during the antifascist resistance.

this is a book that will fascinate and delight calvino fans 
and anyone else interested in a remarkable portrait of a great 
writer at work.

Michael Wood is professor of english and comparative litera-
ture at princeton university. His most recent books are Yeats 
and Violence and A Very Short Introduction to Film. Martin 
McLaughlin is the Agnelli-serena professor of italian studies 
at the university of oxford. He is the translator of calvino’s 
Hermit in Paris: Autobiographical Writings, Into the War, and 
Why Read the Classics?, which won the John Florio prize for 
translation. He is also cotranslator of calvino’s The Complete 
Cosmicomics.
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“[Auden’s] four long poems . . . remain 
the astounding heart of his work. . . . In 
For the Time Being, the most successful 
of these poems, [the characters] are at 
once participants in the Nativity story 
and drunken New Yorkers.”
—Adam Gopnik, New Yorker

“Beautiful.”
—Mark Schorer, New York Times

THE FIRST cRITIcAL EDITION OF AUDEN’S 
ONLY EXPLIcITLY RELIGIOUS LONG POEM

JUNE

Cloth  $19.95T
978-0-691-15827-3
136 pages. 6 x 9.

POETRY

For the Time Being
A christmas oratorio

W. H. Auden
edited and with an introduction by Alan Jacobs

For the Time Being is a pivotal book in the career of one of 
the greatest poets of the twentieth century. W. H. Auden had 
recently moved to America, fallen in love with a young man 
to whom he considered himself married, rethought his entire 
poetic and intellectual equipment, and reclaimed the christian 
faith of his childhood. then, in short order, his relationship fell 
apart and his mother, to whom he was very close, died. in the 
midst of this period of personal crisis and intellectual remak-
ing, he decided to write a poem about christmas and to have 
it set to music by his friend Benjamin Britten. Applying for a 
guggenheim grant, Auden explained that he understood the 
difficulty of writing something vivid and distinctive about that 
most clichéd of subjects, but welcomed the challenge. in the 
end, the poem proved too long and complex to be set by Brit-
ten, but in it we have a remarkably ambitious and poetically 
rich attempt to see christmas in double focus: as a moment 
in the history of the roman empire and of Judaism, and as an 
ever-new and always contemporary event for the believer. For 
the Time Being is Auden’s only explicitly religious long poem, a 
technical tour de force, and a revelatory window into the poet’s 
personal and intellectual development. this edition provides 
the most accurate text of the poem, a detailed introduction by 
Alan Jacobs that explains its themes and sets the poem in its 
proper contexts, and thorough annotations of its references 
and allusions.

Alan Jacobs is the clyde s. Kilby professor of english at 
Wheaton college in illinois. He previously edited Auden’s 
The Age of Anxiety for this series, and is the author of several 
books, including most recently The Pleasures of Reading in an 
Age of Distraction.

W. H. Auden: criticAl editions
edward Mendelson, general editor
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THE LATEST VOLUME IN PAUL MULDOON’S 
PRINcETON SERIES OF cONTEMPORARY POETS

ApRil

paper  $12.95T
978-0-691-15746-7

Cloth  $29.95S
978-0-691-15745-0 

72 pages. 6 x 9.

POETRY

A Glossary of Chickens
poems

Gary J. Whitehead

With skillful rhetoric and tempered lyricism, the poems in 
A Glossary of Chickens explore, in part, the struggle to under-
stand the world through the symbolism of words. like the 
hens of the title poem, gary J. Whitehead’s lyrics root around 
in the earth searching for sustenance, cluck rather than crow, 
and possess a humble majesty. 

confronting subjects such as moral depravity, nature’s 
indifference, aging, illness, death, the tenacity of spirit, and 
the possibility of joy, the poems in this collection are acces-
sible and controlled, musical and meditative, imagistic and 
richly figurative. they are informed by history, literature, and 
a deep interest in the natural world, touching on a wide range 
of subjects, from the civil War and whale ships, to animals 
and insects. two poems present biblical narratives, the story 
of lot’s wife and an imagining of noah in his old age. other 
poems nod to favorite authors: one poem is in the voice of the 
character Babo, from Herman Melville’s Benito Cereno, while 
another is a kind of prequel to emily dickinson’s “she rose to 
His requirement.”

As inventive as they are observant, these memorable lyr-
ics strive for revelation and provide their own revelations.

Gary J. Whitehead is the author of two previous collections 
of poetry. His work has appeared in the New Yorker and has 
been featured on garrison Keillor’s public radio program The 
Writer’s Almanac. Whitehead teaches english at tenafly High 
school in new Jersey and lives in new york’s Hudson Valley.

princeton series oF conteMporAry poets
paul Muldoon, series editor
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THE QUOTABLE AI WEIWEI

“Ai Weiwei is unquestionably one of the 
most important artists of our time. His 
practice encompasses the production 
of objects, the circulation of informa-
tion, and politics in a manner that is 
absolutely unique. This worthy compila-
tion of short quotations will introduce 
a broad audience to his thought and 
activism, and makes clear the scope and 
span of this truly global artist.”
—David Joselit, author of After Art

JANUARY

Cloth  $12.95T
978-0-691-15766-5

148 pages. 2 halftones. 4 x 6.

ART z CURRENT AFFAIRS

Weiwei-isms

Ai Weiwei
edited by larry Warsh

this collection of quotes demonstrates the elegant simplicity 
of Ai Weiwei’s thoughts on key aspects of his art, politics, and 
life. A master at communicating powerful ideas in astonish-
ingly few words, Ai Weiwei is known for his innovative use of 
social media to disseminate his views. the short quotations 
presented here have been carefully selected from articles, 
tweets, and interviews given by this acclaimed chinese art-
ist and activist. the book is organized into six categories: 
freedom of expression; art and activism; government, power, 
and moral choices; the digital world; history, the historical mo-
ment, and the future; and personal reflections.

together, these quotes span some of the most revealing 
moments of Ai Weiwei’s eventful career—from his risky inves-
tigation into student deaths in the 2008 sichuan earthquake 
to his arbitrary arrest in 2011—providing a window into the 
mind of one of the world’s most electrifying and courageous 
contemporary artists.

Ai Weiwei is one of china’s most influential and inspiring 
figures. Artist, architect, curator, and activist, he has been an 
outspoken critic of the chinese government’s stance on hu-
man rights and democracy. His work has been exhibited at the 
Venice Biennale, the guangzhou triennial, tate Modern, the 
smithsonian, and other venues throughout the world.


